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Catholicism in Egypt 
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English translation: 

 

I am a Christian Catholic. In Egypt, there are about 80 million people, and there is about 
15% of the Egyptian population that professes the Christian religion; more or less 
between 10 to 12% are Coptic Orthodox, who are the Christians of the East, especially 
those of Egypt. I mean … what people call Egypt … Egypt comes from “Jipty” 
[Aegypti], which means Coptic. The 3% that are left are diverse; there are Catholics, 
Protestants, and Armenians, and there are … other denominations.  
 
We go to the St. Joseph church; there is a mass every Sunday. There are masses … there 
is a mass in Arabic, a mass in Italian, a mass in French, and a mass in English. In Egypt 
there were a lot … at some point … there was a very big Italian community, and there 
used to be a lot of Frenchmen, and Englishmen, and there are still here today. The masses 
are done in different languages for a reason, and that is that there is diplomatic 
representation; there are a lot of diplomats in Egypt, and they and their families like to go 
attend the mass on Sundays. So they either go to St. Joseph downtown,1 or St. Joseph in 
Zamalek2 -- this is a church that is a bit smaller, and the priest does the mass … there are 
times, there is [a mass] in French, there is in Arabic, and there is in English, and there is 
in Italian.  
 

                                                 
1 The St. Joseph Catholic Church in downtown Cairo is a big Roman Catholic Church, which is owned and 
run by the Italian and Egypt Franciscan Friars order. 
 
2 The St. Joseph Catholic Church in Zamalek is run by the Comboni Missionaries in Egypt.  
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Everyone practices his religion freely, there are no problems, and there are a lot of 
churches in Egypt. There are some churches that are visited as historic churches, as in old 
Cairo for example, where there are some churches from the 3rd century, A.D. … and there 
are a lot of churches in Egypt; I mean, there are ancient churches from the 2nd and 3rd 
centuries, A.D., and, of course, there are churches that were built contemporarily.  
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