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Nubian Houses in Upper Egypt 

 
Egyptian Arabic transcript: 
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English translation:  

 
Naglaa: The houses … the shape of the house.  We have a shape for the house as [that 
is] different from … ummm. 
 
Person1: We have the Nubian house, which consists of a front that is sky-like … or 
dome-like …. 
 
Naglaa: It is like a dome. 
 
Person1: Yes, and this is due to … originally what … before the high dam, there was 
an amount of mud … on the banks of the Nile. This mud was used to make bricks … 
and make houses in dome-like [shape].  Nowadays, there is no such a thing.  
 
Naglaa: That is to mean …. 
 
Person: The dome-like [structure] is very rare … it is about 1% … even though the 
dome-like houses are suitable for the environment here …. 
 
Person 2: It cools down the heat …. 
 
Person 1: Yes, it cools down the heat … so that the sun does not concentrate on the 
upper floor, for example … in one place, for example.  No, in the morning it is on 
eastern side; in the evening, the sun is on the western side … and so on …. 
 
Naglaa: That is true. 
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Person 1: We lost this … the old houses are all dome-like, and they are still there …. 
 
Naglaa: Now, the houses are in a modern shape, as they say [laughs], with … metal 
and iron. 
Person 1: We use bricks … in the mountain … in building the house, and then we 
have the metal in the top floor. 
 
Person: Sometimes, copper is used …. 
 
Naglaa:  I have noticed that there are houses on the surface [sides, top] of the 
mountain. Are these houses easy to build or is it something normal …. 
 
Person1: It is normal … but the access to it is very difficult …. 
 
Naglaa: It is like climbing … but it has a wonderful shape; it brings in air. 
 
Person 2: Do you know that these houses on the mountain … how many … how were 
they built? They take women and girls from here to bring water from the Nile to the 
top of the mountain, instead of using drainage or pipes. 
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