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Folk Music 

 
Egyptian Arabic transcript: 
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English translation: 

 

People in Egypt like to listen to folk songs, because most people in Egypt are very 
simple. So, they like musicians that are modest.  In Egypt, people like the songs of 
Hakim. Taxi or bus drivers like to listen to folk music. Recently, people have started to 
listen to Shabaan Abdel-Rahim. Some people like his music and prefer it. There is also 
Laith Betan who plays the rababa.1 His songs are very popular, and people really love his 
songs. These are, I think, some of the popular, famous singers. There is another singer 
that is called Huda.  
 
 Folk songs are heard at big folk celebrations. There is also a beautiful famous folk 
singer, whose name is “Fatma Eid.”  People like to purchase her cassettes.  Her songs are 
played at many celebrations, like weddings, hennas, and Subu’a. Sub’u is the family's 
celebration of a newborn after seven days. It is an Egyptian tradition; I don't know where 
this tradition came from. It is a celebration where the tablah2 is played.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                 
1 A small, boat-shaped string instrument. 
2 A small hand drum. 
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