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English translation: 

 
Nahla: Is this your first visit to the United States? 
 
Nagla: Yes, of course. 
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Nahla: Is this your first visit abroad, outside Egypt in general? 
 
Nagla: Honestly, yes. 
 
Nahla: This is the first? 
 
Nagla:  Yes, this is my first time.  I haven't even gone to a nearby Arab country. But I 

used to travel a lot inside the Republic1 … to Cairo, Assuit, Aswan, and Luxor.   
 
Nahla: Okay ... generally speaking, were you afraid of this experience, or were you  

ready for it?  
 
Nagla: You know, this is a good question. Actually, I was scared -- mostly scared of the 

unknown, scared of something you don’t know. So, I was scared, but I put my 
trust in [the fact] that God is with me. I mean, everyone travels, and a lot of 
people before me traveled. I felt it’s a good experience that would benefit me a 
lot.  

 
Nahla: Okay … and when you arrived in America, actually. Did you feel culturally 

shocked, or did you feel relaxed? I mean, were the first days difficult for you, or 
were you normal? 

 
Nagla: It was really difficult. I don’t know … as if you would say … like the fact that the 

culture was different from my culture.  I was homesick, and I was missing my 
family and missing my country; a lot of mixed feelings were going on. For 
example, I missed my friends: waking up in the morning and someone waking me 
up, calling me up on the phone and asking about me, someone talking to me, 
finding people around me. For example, in a society in which you know no one, it 
was a little difficult. There were things that would grab people’s attention, like 
[the way] each American is busy with his own work. It’s difficult to create 
friendship within a society in which you know no one. 

 
Nahla: Did the place that you came to help you feel calm and relaxed? How did you find 

people dealt with one another? 
 
Nagla: Do you mean Massachusetts or America? 
 
Nahla: This state, exactly, and this town? How were the people you met? What was your 

experience like dealing with them? What is it like? 
 
Nagla: My experience with them honestly …. Amherst is a beautiful city with a relaxing 

nature. People in it are good. Meaning people in it … you know it’s a five -ollege 
area, so the area is very civilized.  People are understanding and nice. Life is 
organized and neat. The place itself is good, but the only problem I had and still 

                                                 
1 Arab Republic of Egypt. 



have is that I was terrified of the snow and still am. But, in general, the education 
system, the people, are good, and the people are welcoming -- everything is good 
here.  

 
Nahla: Generally speaking, would you say your experience here is considered a positive  
             one? 
 
Nagla: Yes, if you look at the positive side -- like you are learning, discovering, seeing 

new people, a new society you mix with … you even get to practice the language  
…[it] is a positive and useful experience.  
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