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Famous Egyptian Actors
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English translation:

Woman (pink shirt): There is a new generation of artists that has appeared on the
art scene in the past five years …. And this generation … I mean, represents the
youth of the time we are living in, so they have had a great success. And they
make beautiful movies and … there is a strong response to their movies.
Woman voice: Who are the best actors in Egypt today, in your opinion? … from
the past and now?
Woman (pink shirt): The old generation is, of course, composed of actors who are
all great. There is Omar el-Sharif,1 who is naturally famous all over the world;

1

Omar el-Sharif is an Egyptian actor of Syrian origin. He is an Academy Award-nominated and Golden
Globe-winning actor. He has starred in American, French, and Egyptian films. Sharif is most famous for
his roles in Doctor Zhivago and Lawrence of Arabia. He was famously married to actress Faten Hamama
for twenty years.

there is Rushdy Abaza2; and there is Shoukry Sarhan.3 There are also great
actresses, such as Faten Hamama,4 for example, who is called “The Lady of the
Arab screen” … Nadia Lutfi5 … there is Madiha Yousri.6 There are a lot of
actresses.
Woman voice: Are they all Egyptians?
Woman (pink shirt): Yes, they are all Egyptians, yes.
Woman voice: And this, I mean … I mean ….
Woman (pink shirt): And there is also …. I mean, the rise of culture and the
cinema started with Lebanese or Syrian writers who came from Lebanon to Cairo
and … as you can say … the culture itself developed very strongly, and they made
a lot of good things when they partnered with Egyptians. I mean, for example, a
director such as Henri Barakat,7 of Lebanese origin, made a lot of movies which
were very nice. And lately, unfortunately, we lost an incredibly great director,
Youssef Chahine,8 and he, naturally, attained international acclaim because he
received the Cannes Festival Award, and he made movies that are really strong
movies, and, in these movies, he showed the reality of the life of Egyptians … and
he tried, of course, because he is a great director, and his vision of society is a very
realistic one. So, really, this whole generation was a generation of very great
people. At the moment, the actors, I mean, I don’t know them all, but there are

2

Rushdy Abaza was a very famous Egyptian actor who played in many movies of the 1950s, 1960s, and
1970s. He had very famous marriages to other actresses and singers. He died young, at 54 years old, from
cancer.
3

Shoukry Sarhan was a very famous Egyptian actor who won numerous national awards. Egyptian critics
have named him the best Egyptian actor of the century.
4
Faten Hamama is a very famous Egyptian actress. She has acted in many TV series, movies, and in
theatre. She is one of the most loved and respected actresses in the Arab world. She was famously married
to actor Omar el-Sharif for twenty years.
5

Nadia Lutfti, an Egyptian actress who had a Polish mother, is a very famous actress of Egypt’s golden age
of cinema.
6

Madiha Yousri is a famous Egyptian television and cinema actress.

7

Henri Barakat was an Egyptian filmmaker who was born in 1912 and made some of the best-known
Egyptian movies. He died in 1997.
8

Youssef Chahine was one of the most prominent Egyptian film directors of the twentieth century, if not
the most prominent. He was born in 1926 and died recently, in July 2008. He directed and sometimes acted
in more than fifty critically-acclaimed movies, and he won numerous international awards for his work. He
was awarded the 50th annual lifetime achievement award at the Cannes Film festival in 1997.

actors such as Dalia el Beheiry,9 Mona Zaki10 … there is Ahmed al-Saqqa11 …
there are a lot.
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9

Dalia El Beheiry is an Egyptian actress who won Miss Egypt in 1990, and later went on to act in a series
of movies in the 1990s and beginning of the twenty-first century.
10

Mona Zaki, born on November 18, 1976, is an Egyptian actress loved by fans all over the Arab world.
She is known as a talented and moving actress.
11
Ahmed Al Saqqa was born in 1973 in Cairo, and he is an Egyptian film star, very famous for many for
his action roles.

