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Celebrating Eid with the Family 
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English translation: 

 
In Egypt, we start celebrating Eid [the feast] from the day of Waqfah1 [i.e. the day when 
all the pilgrims are on Arafat mountain in Saudi Arabia] by which Eid is confirmed to be 
the next day. Before Eid, all households in Egypt celebrate it by cleaning houses well, 
and buying new things -- like new furniture, new rugs, curtains and all such things. In 
Egypt, most housewives prepare sweets for Eid, like fig cookies, butter cookies, biscuits, 
as well as other things. Most people in Egypt like to start early in the morning with Eid 
prayers -- people in Egypt like to go for prayers very early in the morning. Immediately 
after Eid prayers, family visits start, very early -- at 9 or 10 am. But for my family, the 
visits start in the afternoon, and everybody visits the whole family.  Throughout all the 
days of Eid,2 there are visits. Every family has fig cookies and biscuits. Kids get gifts of 
money from older people in their families as part of the Eid traditions. When the money 
is in new banknotes, it makes kids even happier. When we were kids, we used to get 
small amounts of money, such as one pound or at most five pounds; now kids get a lot 
more than that. Kids always try to find out who has the most money.  The one with the 
                                                 
1 Waqfah literally means standing up. The day of waqfah is the day during the Hajj when all Muslims stand 
up on Arafat Mountain in Saudi Arabia. Usually, most Muslims who are not attending the pilgrimage fast, 
supporting their fellow Muslims in Saudi Arabia.  
2 Muslim feasts occur on two big days. The first big day is called Eid ul-Fitr; this feast lasts for three days. 
The other big day is called Eid al-Adha; this feast lasts for four days.  The speaker refers throughout to Eid 
al-Adha. 
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most money always feels proud of himself, since he has the greatest amount of money. 
These are the characteristics of Eid. Also people in Egypt like to celebrate weddings and 
engagements during Eid, because it is a good chance for the whole family to gather. 
Those who are away come home during Eid; those that work get a vacation during Eid, 
so that the whole family has free time and is happy celebrating it. That's why we go to a 
lot of weddings during Eid. The whole family gathers for lunch during Eid. Usually sons, 
for example, who have other families, return back to the family of their parents … the 
first day ...  to have lunch or dinner with them.3 So, all the family gathers at the parents’ 
home, and, in fact, everyone enjoys their time together.   
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3 It is a tradition in the first days of Eid that sons and daughters who have got married and left their parents’ 
houses to go and visit their parents’ house.  It is called the “house of the family.” 
 
 
 


