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Variety of Christians in Egypt 
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English translation: 

 

Priest: Welcome to you. I will start my talk about the Christians in Egypt. The Christians 
in Egypt … we have Christianity, and there is Orthodox, Catholic, and Protestant. The 
biggest in number are the Orthodox; it is estimated that there are between ten and twelve 
million Coptic Orthodox. The Coptic rite is well-known, and maybe you know about it 
there in America. 
 
And at the same time, as well, there are the different Catholic denominations. If we add 
all of them together, the number reaches about half a million. Between the Catholics and 
the Orthodox, there are also the Protestants. The Protestant Church is an active church, 
always interested in preaching and more in youth activities.  
 
But we can say that the Catholic Church in Egypt exercises a pastoral role and an 
educational role in the schools, and a role … it is also in charge of hospitals and 
orphanages. It is also concerned with youth, and the welfare of poor families, particularly 
the schools of Upper Egypt.1 We have lots of services in the south of Egypt, and in the 
North … and each village has its own activities, its own position, and its presence in 
Egypt. 

                                                 
1 Despite its name, Upper Egypt is a region situated in the geographic center and south of Egypt. It is less 
developed than other parts of Egypt. As a result, many development and aid programs are situated in this 
region. 
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The Orthodox Church always cares about the rite, the rites, and the faith, and about 
preserving its children; and it is an old church, which means it holds onto the old customs 
and traditions. It also has its activities and services, as well, social also, and cultural, and 
the Protestant Church is the same way.  
 
But I would like to say that we, as Christians in Egypt, we have our freedom, we have our 
activities, we have our people, and there are no problems among the three denominations.  
There are no problems at all, but everything is based on relations, and all relations … 
little by little, God willing, we will reach unity between us, but naturally, this requires 
effort, and it requires prayer, and it requires work, and it requires meetings, and it 
requires that we open up to one another, and that we know one another, and that we also 
accept each other’s ideas, and also accept the customs and traditions and the history that 
made the churches revolt against one another … that we accept, that each one opens up to 
the other, and we will see. Because, naturally, we are all right.  
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