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A Bedouin’s Dialect

Egyptian Arabic transcript :
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English translation:

Man: Originally this language .... The Arab [Bedouins] dialect is the closest to standard
Arabic.

Woman: Ummm.

Man: We speak Fus-ha [standard], but with a specific dialect. When they say “ween,” it
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stands for “ain” in standard Arabic. You say “feen” while we say “ween”; “ween” means
“ain.” Ah, “hekka” means “hakaza”; “hekka” means “hakaza” in standard Arabic.

Woman: ....

Man: Ah ha?

Woman: “Hadha” ...

Man: “Hadha,” the reference language, the reference pronoun.
Woman: The reference pronoun.

Man: The reference pronoun “hadha” means “hatha” -- we say ‘’atha.”
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Man: The Egyptian dialect ... I can speak pure Egyptian dialect, and I can speak pure
bandari. However, the bandari and the farmer cannot speak Arabic as we do, never. He
cannot; we can speak all dialects. The countryside we can mimic, city ones we can
mimic, the farmers who reside down there, we can mimic their language; however, they
can never mimic our dialect unless ....

Woman: Because it’s difficult, I mean, or...?
Man: Ah, of course he will not be able to ....
Woman: ... widely spread also?

Man: They are widely spread, but he won’t be able to cope with [them]. His tongue is not
used to it. Why? If a child, for instance, from the farmers was raised among the Arabs, he
will [would] be able to speak like them.

Woman: Correct.

Man: It’s a language or a dialect, just like any other dialect.
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