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Dividing the Dough 

 
Egyptian Arabic transcript: 
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English translation: 

 
Lady Baker: Now, the dough we kneaded at night rose. The whole night … we left it the 
whole night, until it became ready. We start cutting it. In the name of God, the 
Magnificent, the Merciful … we cut it with oil so that it doesn’t dry out. It will fall apart -
- when cut without oil, it will fall apart like this, and it would be misshapen and dried out. 
When cut with oil, it stays soft always. It stays soft and nice, and nothing comes close to 
it. 
 
We keep it in the fridge, and we warm it as needed. When you warm the bread, it comes 
back as fresh.  
 
Naglaa: Do you bake the bread every day, or every five days? 
 
Lady Baker: Every five days, I mean, based on when we run out. If I run out before five, 
I bake again. Even if I run out of bread every day, I have to bake. We don’t buy, no we 
don’t; we don’t buy bread. Why do [would] we buy it, when we have the grains, and 
flour, and the oven, and the yeast, and the water, and the skill? 
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