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An Algerian University Experience

Algerian Arabic Translation:
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English translation:

A: After the Bac' exam, alhamdulillah’, 1 passed and went to university. For one to
register, he needs to meet up with professors to choose the specialization he wants to
study. At that time, [ went with a professor who taught philosophy. I really liked
philosophy. After I met with him, he explained to me the education system at the
university — what we would study for the four years. University is four years. I studied
philosophy. We started with Arab and Islamic philosophy and then continued with Greek
philosophy, and other philosophies. We also studied psychology and sociology — all the
subjects that are related to sociology and the humanities. But my specialization was in
philosophy. In the third or fourth year, we study English as a foreign language. Honestly,
at high school, I learned a lot. I did the humanities division but I learned a lot even in
[natural] science, like physics and chemistry. I also used to like physics and chemistry,
which of course was all in Arabic. I am talking about the ‘80s; in ‘87 and ‘88, university
was four years. We used to go on many strikes. If the ministry of education comes out
with a law that we don’t like, we go on a strike. But of course that was not good
sometimes. Alhamdulillah, 1 studied for four years at university. [ was at Es-Sénia
University in Oran. This university was about 45 minutes to one hour by bus from Oran

! Bac: Bac is short for Baccalauréat, which is the French word for baccalaureate. This is a standardized
national exam that students take at the end of high school, which also qualifies them to pursue university
studies.

2 Alhamdulillah: Thank God (literally: “Praise Allah”): An Arabic expression used in a variety of contexts,
but most often to express thankfulness for or an awareness of grace in any good thing.
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city. We called the bus the “university transportation.” The university wasn’t far; even
walking it would be about one hour to one hour and a half on foot.

About CultureTalk: CultureTalk is produced by the Five College Center for the Study of World
Languages and housed on the LangMedia Website. The project provides students of language and culture
with samples of people talking about their lives in the languages they use every day. The participants in
CultureTalk interviews and discussions are of many different ages and walks of life. They are free to
express themselves as they wish. The ideas and opinions presented here are those of the participants.
Inclusion in CultureTalk does not represent endorsement of these ideas or opinions by the Five College
Center for the Study of World Languages, Five Colleges, Incorporated, or any of its member institutions:
Amberst College, Hampshire College, Mount Holyoke College, Smith College and the University of
Massachusetts at Ambherst.

© 2007-2010 Five College Center for the Study of World Languages and Five Colleges, Incorporated



