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Respecting Elders 

 
 
Algerian Arabic Translation: 
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English translation: 

 

A: I also would like to talk a bit about customs – Algerian customs. As for elderly 
people, we in Algeria still, alhamdulillah1, respect elders. For example, the last time I 
visited Algeria, I had to make my mother’s identification card. She had to get her 
fingerprints for the application and so I took her from the house to the town hall. When 
we entered, a person who works there looked at me and said: “Why did you bring her? 
You could have left her at home and we would have worked everything out from here!” 
Look at the value of elders; when they see an elderly person, they respect him.    
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1 Alhamdulillah: Thank God (literally: “Praise Allah”): An Arabic expression used in a variety of contexts, 
but most often to express thankfulness for or an awareness of grace in any good thing. 
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