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Primary School in Algeria

Algerian Arabic Translation:
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English translation:

A: When one turns five or six years of age, he enters primary school. We spend six years
in primary school. The first thing we learn is Arabic language. Here, I am talking about
roughly the seventies, which was right after independence. The educational system then
was Arabicized: everything was in Arabic, which is good. Since everything was in
Arabic, the first thing we learn is Arabic. There were other subjects like Islamic
education, we also used to study math. In, I believe, fourth grade or so we start to learn
French as a foreign language. Honestly, at that time, the educational system was
excellent. We learned many things. In the last year — sixth grade — there is an exam. This
exam is a national exam and all students of primary school have to sit for it. If someone
passes it well, then he can go to secondary school, and if he doesn’t pass it, he would
have to repeat the year. An entire year; it’s difficult. And if someone passes, then he
enters secondary school.
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