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Algerian Arabic Translation: 
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English translation: 

 
A: There are many cultures [in Algeria]. It is known that before the Arabs came to North 
Africa, the people there were Amazigh—I mean, they were the indigenous people in 
North Africa. We also call the Amazigh the Kabyle people. There are some people who 
call them the Berber, and I personally don’t like this word. So, the majority of the 
Amazigh are in the north [of Algeria] and they live in all regions but especially in Tizi 
Ouzou, which is known as the Kabylie region. There is also Béjaïa city, which is well-
known. But they also live in the capital Algiers, and they have also moved to Oran. There 
are many Kabyle people who live in west [Algeria]. Their language is Amazigh language; 
I hope that I can, in sha’ Allah1, learn it one day. They are also very religious and they 
hold onto their religion a lot. Subhan’Allah2, at times they speak Arabic better than an 
Arab. They speak Arabic, Amazigh, and other languages. They have their own traditional 
dresses – you know, they have their own culture. Of course, they are Algerians. They 
have their own dress, culture and their food is sort of similar—not too different from the 
rest of the regions. The Algerian Amazigh also took part in the liberation revolution and 
so on. This is all about the Amazigh people.  
 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 In sha’ Allah: God willing (literally: “If Allah wills”): An Arabic expression used in a variety of contexts, 
but generally used to show respect for God’s omnipotence when talking about a future event, especially one 
which is desired or anticipated. 
2 Subhan’Allah: Praise God (literally: “Glory be to Allah!”): An Arabic expression used in a variety of 
contexts to express amazement and admiration, surprise, or shock. 

http://langmedia.fivecolleges.edu/


 
 
 

 

 

About CultureTalk: CultureTalk is produced by the Five College Center for the Study of World 
Languages and housed on the LangMedia Website. The project provides students of language and culture 
with samples of people talking about their lives in the languages they use every day. The participants in 
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