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Algerian Dowry as an Act of Respect 

 
 

Algerian Arabic transcript: 
 

   &%ه# ا"! اق؟:س
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   English translation: 
 
S: What is essdak [the dowry]? 
F: Uh— When we speak of essdak, we mean the dowry for the wedding. I mean, as you 
know, Algeria is a Muslim country, alhamdulillah1 . Uh— Essdak is, I mean, a condition 
for marriage in Islam. There are—uh—there are—uh—the presence of a responsible and 
adult bride and groom and there is the—uh—the father of the bride, I think. Well, for the 
man, the presence of one of his parents or his guardian is not a condition. But the groom 
should have a guardian present. And there is essdak which is—uh—a certain amount of 
money the man gives the woman as an act of respect to the woman. Well, we in Algeria 
in comparison with—I mean, in comparison to the people I talked to—uh—from other 
Arab countries, we in Algerian are very simple in this matter. I mean, alhamdulillah, I 

                                                 
1 Alhamdulillah: Thank God (literally: “Praise Allah”): An Arabic expression used in a variety of contexts, 
but most often to express thankfulness for or an awareness of grace in any good thing. 
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mean they [in Algeria] give a simple amount to the woman out of respect. There are 
people who give—uh—give, how much? Uh, about—uh—a thousand Algerian Dinar, 
which is—uh—which is, how much? 15 American dollars. I heard that in the Middle East 
– and even in Algeria there are regions like that – they require a big dowry. They even 
give big amounts of money like $2000, $3000 and there are some who give $8000 and 
there are some who— Everyone is different. The thing is that—the definition of essdak or 
the dowry is, I mean—uh—a certain amount of money that the groom gives the woman 
as an act of respect. This is what it is in the religion. And—uh—even in the early days, I 
mean—uh—the history of essdak, even the prophet, (peace be upon him) a man came to 
him and told him: “I don’t have anything to give my wife and I want to get married but I 
don’t have anything – I don’t have anything to give her.” And he told him: “Teach her 
two or three verses from the Quran.” It is not required – that it be, as we say, something 
big.  
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