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Regional Dialect Differences

Algerian Arabic transcript:
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English translation:

As I’ve been telling you—uh—Algeria is very vast. [ mean, you can see how vast—uh—
I mean, from the north to the south and from the east to the west. | mean, you see—uh—
places— I mean people have, | mean—uh—I mean different cultures. I mean, as I’ve
been telling you, the dialects are different from the east to the west—uh— Let’s take, |
mean let’s take an example comparing Algiers, Oran and Annaba in terms of the culture.
If we talk about language — dialect: the dialect they speak in Algiers, the dialect in Oran
and the dialect in Annaba are not—uh Well, they are different but—uh—this does not
prevent me from understanding an Annabi [a person from Annaba] and an Annabi
doesn’t—uh I mean—to understand each other. But the language — the accent differs. If I
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hear someone speaking Annabi dialect or Orani dialect, I would know that he is an Orani
[a person from Oran]—uh— Well, as I’ve been telling you—uh—the Orani(s) are, 1
mean, different from the people from Algiers, I mean in terms of their manners and
culture and the—uh—their music and their clothes—uh—I mean, women’s clothes. I
mean, you can see the difference from the clothes—uh— Like the Orani(s)—uh—I
mean, they are people—uh—who are known for entertainment. I mean, they would tell
you Oran is the place of entertainment and music. I mean, they are people who like
entertainment. I mean the people from Algiers are—uh—a bit calmer than the Orani(s).
Well, the important thing is— I told you that there is a difference in language. For
instance, they say “wah’ [yes] and we say “eeh” [yes]. And like—uh—the Orani(s) say:
“Kirak dair?” [How are you?], and we [people from Algiers] say: “Wa shrak?” [How are
you?] And in the center—uh—I mean in Annaba, they say “zuz” [two] instead of “‘juz”
[two].
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