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English translation: 

 
A: The economy also gets affected when there are Algerians who have diplomas and 
such [who go abroad to work]. We call this phenomenon “brain drain.” Let me give you 
examples from France – there are at least six thousand or seven thousand Algerian 
doctors. When one thinks about these six or seven thousand and if they found their own 
position in Algeria, and they found a respected job, we would have been much better off 
than we are right now. This is just concerning doctors! There are many of them. Let me 
give you an example from here in the USA – there are famous [Algerian] people like 
Zargouni who was in, I believe, a chief or a responsible person for an American health 
institute. He is well-known. Another example is that of Professor Toumi. Toumi is a 
well-known professor and researcher at MIT in Boston. There are many Algerians not 
just in the USA but also in Europe; in France there are many of them or in, you know, 
Europe and also in Canada. If you look and say: “Okay, billions of dollars the 
government has spent and wasted on them, and after four or six years – after they finish 
their studies, they go to another country – a country of the Other!” This is the problem. I 
had a friend who used to teach political science, and now is an assistant professor in the 
USA. One time we were talking about education, Algeria, and other things – he told me 
something that sort of got stuck in my head. He told me: “Once I was teaching my 
students in the classroom—you know, American students.” He told me: “I honestly ask 
myself: ‘Why don’t I go teach Algerians? Why don’t I get a teaching position in Algeria 
to teach the children of my country?’” One would go abroad for twenty or thirty years 

http://langmedia.fivecolleges.edu/


and— But this is a big loss! This phenomenon is not just in Algeria, we know that there 
are a lot in Arab countries and even Muslim countries. 
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