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English translation: 

 
A: After university, one starts to look for a job. At that time [when the speaker had 
finished university], it was a bit more difficult to find a teaching position at high school. I 
mean, it’s very difficult for someone who only has a Bachelor’s [degree] – one needs to 
have connections. You need connections and, as we say, “shoulder support.” And I 
remember that I found a job at one of the high schools—I believe it was Ben Badis high 
school. Of course we will come back to talking about Ben Badis, but in any case, Ben 
Badis is an Algerian thinker—he’s a well known Algerian. So, I was supposed to teach at 
that high school but with God’s will it happened that the teacher who was on maternity 
leave—I don’t know how it happened—she returned [to the school]. Any way, it wasn’t 
meant to be. And so, I taught philosophy in Algeria. I had to sort of teach private tutorials 
to students who were taking the Bac1 exams. And so, after a year, I decided to go to 
France.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

                                                 
1 Bac is short for Baccalauréat, which is the French word for baccalaureate. This is a standardized national 
exam that students take at the end of high school, which also qualifies them to pursue university studies.   
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