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Tribal Peoples of Bangladesh 

 

 

English translation: 

 

My name is Mahfooza Nasrin Pushpa. I study in seventh grade. I live in Dhaka, 

Bangladesh. The name of my school is School of Development Alternative (SODA). I 

live in the SODA hostel for students. Today I will tell you about the indigenous peoples 

of Bangladesh. Besides Bengalis there are several indigenous communities in 

Bangladesh. The Bangladeshi tribes are [divided into] fourteen main kinds … mainly 

fourteen… have been divided into fourteen main kinds. Those are Chakma, Marma, 

Rakhine, Garo, Santhal, Moorang… and several others. Their traditional clothing is 

called thami (a kind of sarong). They have their own language(s), and they talk among 

themselves in their own language(s). Many of them also study the Bengali language. 

They wear different kinds of attire. They... most of the indigenous peoples of Bangladesh 

live in the regions of Rangamati, Khagrachari and Bandarban. There are many sisters
1
 in 

our hostel, too, who have come to study in Dhaka from Rangamati, Khagrachari and 

Bandarban, and to be established in life after their studies.  
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 By sisters, she means her seniors in school. 


