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Bangladeshi Values While Living in America
English translation:

Irena: I understand the Bangladeshi values. I might not like it, but I understand why my parents say [what they do]. But Ashfin sometimes doesn’t understand it. The things that Ashfin learned -- they are not bad things, but he doesn’t understand. There are a lot of things that are not wrong in themselves, but parents still discourage us from doing them. Ashfin doesn’t understand that. In America, he has learned that people say “no” to something if it’s not good, and [even] if your elders explain to you why they don’t want you to do that thing. A lot of times, we ask our parents about something and say, “It’s nothing bad, so why aren’t you letting me do it?” Sometime sour parents don’t have satisfactory answers for their doings, but still we are somehow supposed to understand, right? That’s the problem Ashfin has. He doesn’t understand all this, and it’s extremely hard to make him understand that our culture is like this. Since I was a bit older when we moved, I understand some things that he doesn’t. There are things I know that I shouldn’t ask about. Asking is a problem, because they might say no and they will not be able to explain why they do so. Ashfin still doesn’t get it. He says “Okay, fine I will listen to you, but I want to know why you forbid me to go there or do this thing. Why don’t you explain why you are saying no? Then I will feel better.” Say we are talking about the issue of sleeping over. I know it’s not very common here, but it’s pretty common over there. And Ashfin doesn’t understand why our parents don’t let us stay over. He says, “Mom and Dad see when my friends come over, we just hang out, play some video games. We don’t do anything bad. It’s just fun to stay over. But when my friends ask me to stay over at their houses, my parents don’t let me. Mom knows my friend and his family very well, and he comes to our house so often; then why doesn’t she let me stay over at his house? I don’t understand.” And Mom will say “This is looked down upon,” and Ashfin replies to that by saying, “So then is my friend bad, because he comes over?” Mom says no, and Ashfin craves for an explanation for that. He says that “It’s not like we’re going to stay over at my friend’s house by ourselves. His parents will be there to check on us. Then why do you forbid me?” So he doesn’t understand things like this. I, on the other hand, understand this and find that it’s better to not ask at all, because if they don’t give me permission, I’ll feel bad as well.
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