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Buddhist Festivals

English translation:
My name is U Pirau Marma Piu. I have come from Bandarban. I have come to study at
CODA. The full name of our school is College of Development Alternative. I am a new
student here. Before this, I used to study at a coll … school in Mirpur. I [am] from the
Bandarban region. I am among [from] one of the fourteen indigenous tribes … I am a
member of the Marma tribe. Our chief religion is Buddhism. Our religious practice
involves the celebration of several different festivals. Kartikeya Purnima, Prabarana
Purnima, Sangrai [and] Maghi Purnima are some of them. We generally have a lot of fun
during Sangrai: we splash one another with water.1 And in the morning, we go to [the
temple] to make syong offerings,2 and in the evening, we go to the Bihar [Buddhist
temple] carrying candles and incense, to … pay our respects to the Buddha. The
Bandarban region is hilly. Here one comes upon Bangladesh’s highest mountain peak,
Mt. Tahzing Dong, as well as our second highest mountain peak, Mt. Keokara Dong. The
main river of Bandarban is the Sangu. Bandarban lies on the banks of this Sangu River. I
have come to CODA for my higher education. I want to become a doctor when I grow
up, and serve the people of Bangladesh as a member of the medical profession. This is
my wish.
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As part of Sangrai festivities, there are water games.
The speaker is making reference to a ritual in which people make offerings of fruits, rice, etc to images of
the Buddha at their local temples.
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