
CultureTalk Afghanistan Video Transcripts: http://langmedia.fivecolleges.edu 
Economic Value of Women’s Crafts 

 
 

Dari transcript: 

 
�� ز��ن�  "!� � د

���م?< ا3 *=> ;: م' دوزن، . دی7� د56 دوز3 دارن. .' م' -,$؟ *!(�$ م' &!%$ ز"!:  �
�@ م' دوزنA6 Bم!C . D>- ��> م' &!%$. -<EFG6 D'. م�@وزندی7E; . Hی!,I 56اJ�. '�ای,� ه

  . دL 'M6!ن
� ه!OC 3د اAM6!دD م' -,$؟ . GNL :OCزاد"!C وش م' ر6!",@، ی! دG% �&!ز ا3 -!ره!OC 3د ز"! &

  ی! .' م�Q,$؟
����  :�� %Gوش دی7& $R- 'م �"!L $�)!* ،��$ م' &!%)!* �د &!زار م' -R$ م' . او"!ی' -� او"

G%$L3 ازو م' . وG& ،اش را �Qن، ت!RیG& DرT 'م �و ا3 .�Jه!ی' -� دM6' م' دوزن، -=' -
�Jا"� &3G دGMCاNU >?و . دوزن م '=Q& G6 6' و!V) 3رو ��OC Jد OUر م' -,$ و ای,NU 3G&

� م' ;�GنL '7�� و "7!ر OUر . -Gت' OFش م' ;$ و روU 3!ی' ای,! رD هRW" ر*> ;: و Bی �&
�: م' دوزنم' -,$ و او رQ5 م�6 Bی D .3دوز ��@ دوز3، ی! ر"7A6 !ی .  

�Jه! ا56 دیX؟ GFدD ه!؟: GNLزاد. '. ،DG& 'م J�NU GMCد Bی �- 'M�6 Bی ،!C  
����. ه!:   �L!& 'ه! م DدGF .'6!V) 3ورو '=Q& G6 ش وOF 'تG-   . 56ل د!�M6د �دی7
Gزی!دت . 
  و ا-?Gا OCد دGMCه! ایDG م' دوزن؟: GNLزاد
���دGMCای' -� ی!د دارن OCدL!ن م' دوزن و یB تZ@اد3 -� ی!د "@ارن &!ز .' م' -,$، . ه!:  �

، د یB م[A: 3دOCGM6ا"' -� د یQ\!. دOCGM6ان ه> م' دوزن. &3G -] دی7� م�M$، م�@وزن
'; DدGV��^!"@D و مF اJ�� و ا3 .�E* نG&. د�R��" OC 'Q�M6>F انOCGM6د .& B3 ازو ه>  یG& ز!

  .  ه�_E; O@وز3 مOVWل، X&OC م' دوزندOCGM6ان
  &!ز ا3 دیJای$ ه!OC 3دD ای,! از -\! م' ;�Gن؟ OCدL!ن OUر م' -,$؟: GNLزاد
���� OCدL!ن م' -,$:  �Rای!ی ،�Rر6!م' ه!ی ،�  . OCدL!ن ;: م' -R$ دی7
� OCدش، مG`!&' ه!56 و ;: ه!GNL : 56زادMCدو <"!C ام@- �ح!(' ای\� ای,' یF B!ر.� ا56 -

؟ ت!ر OCدD از -\! م' ;�Gن ..از ر"d ه!3 &=�!ر مO,Mع اAM6!دD@- D "'؟ ر"G6 dخ و JV6 و.. و
  ای,!؟

����  :��X از M=-!F!ن م' Tی; ��  . از L!ر م' GCن. ت!ر، ا3 ت!ره! ه
  &!ز ا3 .�=OC 5دش؟: GNLزاد
����  :56 '6!V) 3رو '�.  م' -,$ا3 *=> ت!ر ت�G م' -,$ د زیGش، -OتV,@ه! رD &,@. ای,� ه

  . .'، (V!س ه! رD &!ز د زیG از3 &,@ م' -,$. ایDG د G6 م' ا"@ازن
  -: از3 -!ر د56 ا56؟: GNLزاد
����X -!ر د56 ا56:  �; �E- .  
� و*5 م' دوزD یGNL : BزادW. د �">- '6!V) 3رو Bر ی@* '��، ه">- J�. Bر ی@* '�ه
  C!">؟ 
����  :T �M=هT D!م Bروز، ی DدJ"!F د Dوز@�� دی7�مM=ر3 ا56. ه!- D@��!ر م=& �QیGg!C �& . 



� ای,! رGNL : 3G& DزادQ��N!ی"!C ب  م?<-!ر م' دوزن "'،م?< &!زOC ن!L ';ادO"!C Hiو 
� OCدL!ن م' L �=�F ز!& ،$LوG% 'وزن در &!زار م@��=OC ،5دL!ن -!ر م' -,$، از ای,! م"

�Gن "'؟;  
���� OCدL!ن م' ;�Gن. ه!:  �"!L �=�F !,ن. ایG��OC 3G& [F . JدL!ن (V!س م' ;. Bی

7�Gن��$ . Giورت OCدD م-Gدم!3 تGاز م ،$LوG% 'م $�)!* �� OCز"!ی' -,� OC ا56، او *!(
� Giورت دارن، مGدایR!ن م' Tرن. %GوMC$، مGدایR!ن م' ;�Gن- 3J�. .  

�؟: GNLزادL!& �MLی!د دا Dوز3 ر@E; GMCد Bی ��' ا56 -Mح  
����  :; k=- X�Qی OCDوز3 دار@E . D@�� ر6"!M��" ��$ م' &!%�، او *@ر ;E@وز3 &)!* �- '=-
��$ م' &!%�. دی7)!* .D@- ��' ت!"" $�� ;E@وز3 رD ی!د دارD &!ز *!(- '=- �ا;G ت!"=5 هGدویX . او"

�"!M�� از دXM6 م' . ه> م- 3J��!ل ی! ی7!ن .M6د ی7!ن دOC J�NU 3G& OL �روز *!(�$ م' &!%
  . م' -,�Tی�، او رD ه> 

  ی!"' ا-?G دGMCا ه�' ر*> ;E@وز3 ی!د دارن؟: GNLزاد
���  . ;E@وز3 رD ی!د دارن. ه!:  �
  و *!(�$ &!%' ه>: GNLزاد
��� .ام:  �

 
 
English translation:  
 
Shaharzad: What do women do (in handicraft)? 
 
Azima: Women make carpets, they also do embroidery. They do embroidery with floral 
designs like this. They sew in white Khamak pattern. They make hats, Sarpuli hats1. They 
make rugs. These are their handcrafts.  
 
Shaharzad: Okay. Then do women sell these things or do they use it in their homes? 
What do they do? 
 
Azima: Those who make carpets, they take their carpets out for sale. They sell it in the 
market. The things that they sew by hand, somebody brings it for them. Somebody brings 
the fabric and they sew it for other people, for example, for a girl’s jahiz 2. The girls 
make things for their jahiz, things like cloth-coverings3 , box-coverings4, coat coverings5, 
bed-sheets and all these things. They embroider all these things with the same flower, 
design and patterns and they make a set of it. They embroider it either with white thread 
or colored threads.  
 
Shaharzad: Okay, a set that a girl takes with her as jahiz, what does it have? Does it have 
curtains? 
 

                                                 
1 Sarpul is a province, the hats they make there are famous. 
2 dowry, Jahiz is household necessities that a bride takes with her to her husband’s house. 
3 embroidered curtain that you use a closet’s door 
4 embroidered clothes that you put on boxes 
5 embroidered covers for coats 



Azima: Yes, there are curtains. There are cloth-coverings, coat coverings and box 
coverings. Then there are also handkerchiefs mostly.  
 
Shaharzad: And mostly girls embroider these things themselves? 
 
Azima: Yes, girls who know how to do embroidery do it themselves, and a number that 
don’t know how do to it, they take it to other people to sew it for them. They also sew 
Dastarkhan

1.  They make Dastarkhans to be used for taking food to parties. You can’t 
use plastic Dastarkhan for that. So for that they make a beautiful, embroidered 
Dastarkhan.   
 
Shaharzad: Where do they get the patterns from? Do they make it themselves? 
 
Azima: They draw flowers themselves. They do the drawings themselves.  
 
Shaharzad: Here is a piece of cloth that is embroidered by a lady. There are ducks and 
flowers (embroidered), and she has used very diverse colors, green and red colors.  
Where do they get the thread from? 
 
Azima: The thread comes from Pakistan. They buy it in the city. 
 
Shaharzad: Then what is this piece of cloth itself? 
 
Azima: This is a cloth-covering. They put a cord here, and then when they hang the 
hangers, they put the clothes under this. 
 
Shaharzad: Is this all hand made? 
 
Azima: It is all hand made. 
 
Shaharzad: How long does it take for a woman to sew such a big cloth-covering? 
 
Azima: She sews it in 15 days, one month, slowly. It needs lots of elegant work.  
 
Shaharzad: For women who do this as a job, who don’t have a good family situation 
(economically), they work themselves, they make these and sell it in the market, and do 
they get the money themselves? 
 
Azima: Yes, they take the money themselves. They buy clothes for themselves again. 
They buy something that they need themselves. The women who sell carpets from the 
Turkmen people however, once they sold their carpet, men in the family take the money.  
Men bring them everything they need.  
 
Shaharzad: Is it necessary for the girl to know how to do embroidery? 
 
                                                 
1 Piece of cloth that people spread on the ground when eating, people don’t use tables and chairs 



Azima: Well, one does embroidery; others make carpets and can’t do embroidery as 
much. She makes carpets. Someone who knows how to do embroidery may not be able to 
make carpets. Some do both, if they can. They make carpets during the day, in the 
evening they make handkerchiefs for their jaheez, or things like that.  
 
Shaharzad: You mean most of the girls can do this kind of embroidery? 
 
Azima: Yes, they know how to do embroidery. 
 
Shaharzad: And making carpets too? 
 
Azima: Yup.  
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