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English translation:  
 
Noorjahan: Many artists, especially women, like to adopt an artistic name, something that 
according to them relates to music in one or other way. Like Hangama (a famous female 
singer), or for example Rukhshana, her real name is, (Noorjahan can’t remember) 
 
Shaharzad: Mahwash (another female singer) is a penname (pseudonym for singers). 
 
Noorjahan: Yes, that is a penname. There are many other pennames, even among men, 
like Nashinas or Sariban. They are not real names. Their real names are something else. 
Then they said, well, if I become artist, I will rename myself.  
 
Shaharzad: Or the family... 
 
Noorjahan: Yes or the families didn’t allow them. That has been the case for Nashinas. 
His family wouldn’t let him (sing), so he picked the name Nashinas (which means the 
unknown), and his family listened to him (on radio) and said, “Wow!” They listened to 
him on radio and said, “This Nashinas sings very well.” They didn’t know that Nashinas 
was their son. Also among the women, there is a possibility that in some families, it is 
because of the family. But I think more then the families people like to have beautiful 
names, names that are more musical.  
 
Shaharzad: That they have chosen themselves. 
 
Noorjahan: And that they have chosen themselves. Because most people, most people, do 
not like the name that they have. They say, “Oh, what is this name? I don’t like my 
name.” Maybe their name is very beautiful. Other people might like their name, but they 
themselves don’t like it, and so they like to pick a name. For example writers do the same 
thing. They pick pennames. Some writers do it to hide their identity, some because they 
prefer a different name.  
 
Shaharzad: Yes, exactly. Who are the current famous female singers, from the ones who 
have just started? 
 
Noorjahan: Hmm. There are not many. We have to admit that. There is a woman called 
Ghezal, and there is also Sahar Aafrin. She sings classic. I mean she sings Light (a 
singing style that involves singing popular love songs), but with a very classic style.  



Shaharzad: What does Ghezal sing? 
 
Noorjahan: Ghezal mostly sings pop. I think it is good. It is a change. There is a technical 
problem, or might be psychological problem, that many women rarely show their real 
voice. They try to imitate an artist that has lived before them, either her technique or her 
way of singing, her singing style or her voice. And I have seen this problem in many 
singers that say, “Well, Lata sings very well, I want to sing like Lata.” (a famous Indian 
female singer) Then, they imitate her way of singing. They sing the way she does. This is 
a problem. But new singers, from women, there is Sahar Afrin. There is a woman that 
sings with her husband from India. Her husband is Afghan, she is from India. I don’t 
remember her name.  
 
Shaharzad: Diwaani or something like that.  
 
Noorjahan: Diwaani Ali, I think. And there is Ghezal. There is another woman that sings 
in Pashto. I have heard only one of her songs. I don’t know her name. Unfortunately, I 
rarely follow TV and radio these days, so I don’t hear much. But there are some, they are 
only a few.  
 
Shaharzad: A few.  
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