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English translation:  
 
Fatima Gilani: Generally for Nikah in Afghanistan, the girl wears green which most of 
people again think is an Islamic ritual. It is not an Islamic ritual. It is a ritual of our 
region. It has been for years and years and even probably hundreds and thousands of 
years before Islam. The color green is the color of happiness in our region. This is an 
Arian tradition. They do the same in Kashmir. In Kashmir too they wear green with a 
green belt or a green scarf. In Iran too, I noticed in the years when I was studying there, 
this exists in some of their provinces, but it doesn’t exist in some other provinces. But 



this (tradition) exists in Afghanistan and Kashmir predominantly. I noticed that most of 
the beautiful rituals that existed in Afghanistan for years, even before Islam, are more 
dominant in Kashmir. Sometimes it is also a tradition among Muslims of India. This 
indicates that as the religion moved from this side (Afghanistan) to that side 
(subcontinent) the rituals have also gone to the Indian region. I think that the green dress 
for Nikah is one of the beauties of our Nikah, that Nikah, which is Islamic, finds an 
Afghan part in it, that belongs to whole region. Paiwazi (welcoming you to someone’s 
house) is also a ceremony following the wedding. Paiwazi exists in our culture in the 
East, in many countries. It also exists in the West. In the West, usually the friends of 
bride and groom collect money together and invite the bride and groom. It is not about 
the family so much. In Afghanistan, the bride’s family (she repeats it twice), invites bride 
and groom and throw a party so that the bride feels welcome again in her father’s house. 
This time she goes in as a woman. She had gone out as a daughter and she comes back in 
as a married women. And also it is for the families to get to know each other. In 
Afghanistan and in the region around Afghanistan, marriage of two people is not 
marriage of two people, it is about connecting two families and the good relation between 
the families play an important role. If, God forbid, there is a conflict between both 
families, this can create problems for the girl and boy too. For this reason, these parties 
are generally for creating warmth, friendship and relationships between the family of 
woman and the family of man, which I think is very important.  
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