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English translation:  
 
Shaharzad: From the economic point of view, if the security situation in Afghanistan is 
better, will the mines be one of the main sources of income for the government? 
 
Nader: Definitely. I am confident. Because just the copper mine of Ainak will pay 
Afghan government’s account 400 million dollars annually. And according to what the 
minister says about the iron mine of Hajigak, he says that it earns Afghanistan’s 
government three million dollars per year.  
 
Shaharzad: We will be done with begging. (Laughs) 
 
Nader: And there are hundreds of other mines. The most important thing that I forgot to 
say was the expensive stone mines in Afghanistan…which are smuggled out of 
Afghanistan, unfortunately. For example, Birooj, emerald, ruby, 
 
Shaharzad: Azure. 
 
Nader: Azure is also among very valuable stones that are smuggled out of Afghanistan. If 
there is a stable security in Afghanistan and the government controls those regions, either 
in private investment or by extracting them itself, that could, by itself, provide for a big 
chunk of the government’s budget. The other thing is the coal mines in Afghanistan. The 
coal in Afghanistan has a very good quality, and one other thing, by chance, let’s not say 
chance, because Afghanistan has been left behind in the world, the coal mines in most 
countries are finished, or are finishing. For example in America, the coal mines were 
used there one and half century ago. Then they used oil and the material that they got 
from oil, they stopped using coal or they used for so long that now the mines are… 
 
Shaharzad: Finished?   
 
Nader: It has either finished or there is no more extraction capacity in them. The coal 
mines in Afghanistan are 700 kilometers long from the northeast till Herat that is in the 
southwest of Afghanistan. Up to this region we have rich, good quality coal mines. So if 
there is investing in this region and the government guarantees the security of these 
regions, I am sure that a big part of the government expenses will be covered by these 
mines. The new information that YASA, sorry NASA, has found out from Afghanistan… 
the new photos that they have taken, they approximated that mines and oil and gas 
storages in Afghanistan, is more then what was approximated earlier during the Russian 
period. They said that existence of close to 1,400 mines have been confirmed in 
Afghanistan. The economic value of the mines has been approximated at six trillion 
dollars. It is a lot of money, and if there is security, the Afghan government can use it.  
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