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English translation:
Shaharzad: All these TV stations are private except the National TV of Afghanistan.
Farangis: Yes, they are all private.
Shaharzad: Where do they bring their money from, in your opinion?
Farangis: These TV stations?
Shaharzad: Yes, private TV stations. Do they broadcast lots of advertisement?
Farangis: Yes, advertisement. I think they get more money when they advertise. When
there are programs, mostly through advertisements. They may have some other areas. I
don’t know more. I think they find money for their employees through this. They may
pay them through this. I think they charge a lot for one advertisement. For example when
they have the series on, if they show series for five minutes or ten minutes, or more, more
if not less, if not less, they put more advertisements. They may raise money through it so
that they can pay their employees salaries through that.
Shaharzad: You mentioned employees, TV employees. The TV employees are mostly
young people, right? Are they girls or boys?

Farangis: At private TV stations, it is mostly young people. In any program that you
watch, there are young people. There are also a few, very few older people. The young
people are a lot. They mostly work. Yes, there are young people.
Shaharzad: Are there equal number of girls and boys? Do girls also host programs and
narrate and …?
Farangis: I think there are more boys. There are girls, but they are few, not as many as
boys.
Shaharzad: Why so? Do you think families don’t like their daughters working for TV
stations?
Farangis: Maybe that is the reason, that there are some families who don’t want their
daughters to appear on TV, but they want their voice to be heard on the radio. Maybe that
is the reason.
Shaharzad: Do you think that people watch TV in Afghanistan mostly because there are
no other forms of entertainment? For example there are no parks, no places for exercise.
Farangis: Yes, maybe that is the reason. Also, when they go to school, there is no
studying. Teachers don’t receive their salary on time…and when a teacher…The
government doesn’t pay a teacher, he loses interest. He doesn’t teach. When student goes
to school, there is no studying. When she comes home and there is no homework, she has
to watch TV or do something else. For example there is no place for entertainment. If she
wants to go out, where can she go? Park, there is no good park. She has to turn on the
TV, watch TV.
Shaharzad: And there are plenty of TV stations.
Farangis: There are lots of TV stations.
Shaharzad: Is there electricity when people usually watch TV?
Farangis: Electricity is rarely there and usually not. A while ago, we had electricity every
other night for four hours. In these last few days, we have 24 hours of electricity. I hope it
goes on like this. There are lots of electricity problems.
Shaharzad: If there is no electricity, how do people watch TV?
Farangis: Maybe other ways. For example there are some people who can afford to turn
on batteries or generator. They watch using it.
Shaharzad: They do this just for the series?

Farangis: Yes, only for that, or maybe because there is a good program on, an educational
one. There are some people who want educational programs, who want to learn
something. The young people who really like to watch TV, they turn on the battery for
TV. They turn on batteries specifically for their series, or turn on the generator. They
don’t want to lose one episode of their series.
Shaharzad: Thanks a lot, Farangis dear.
Farangis: You are welcome.
Shaharzad: Be happy, thanks.
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