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English translation:
Shaharzad: Recently there was a problem about a TV series between the Ministry of
Information and Culture and the TV stations. Was any series banned? What was the
reason for Ministry of Culture wanting to ban the series, according to you?
Farangis: I think the reason was that young people watched lots of series. They paid more
attention to series. I even think that families or some families might have complained
about the TV stations. Then the Ministry of Culture and Information decided to ban the
series, because Afghanistan is an Islamic country, and India and Afghanistan are very
different. For example clothes, the clothes that they wear in series. They try to hide some
parts (of body that showed in Indian outfit). This was also another reason. Because these
series that are broadcasted through TVs, they are not…
Shaharzad: Religious?
Farangis: Yes, they are not religious. I also think that the reason was because young
people watched lots of TV. That was the reason (for banning). They didn’t even study.
They didn’t listen to their parents when the parents advised. If they advised, they said,
“Only half an hour”. That half an hour is every night. For every half an hour of watching
TV, I think if they study for that half an hour, it is better. And most or at least some
young people watch TV for more than a half an hour. I think there were these issues.
There were some problems that the Ministry of Information and Culture decided to cut
these series on TV. And it didn’t happen. And I think one TV, called Noorin TV
discontinued them for three, four weeks, but when nobody else stopped, he said, “Why
should I?” And then it restarted the series.
Shaharzad: So the most popular programs are these series on all TV stations. People
watch them most.
Farangis: Yes, yes. They follow them. They watch it every night. Especially when young
people watch, their mothers also watch.
Shaharzad: The families watch.
Farangis: Yes, the family, both parents. When you watch one episode, it becomes
interesting. Then they watch it the next night. It goes on like that.
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