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English translation:  
 
Shaharzad: You pointed out your school a few times and you said Afghan Turk School, 
and you said that you learn Turkish. How many languages do you study in school? 
 
Fariha: We study five languages in school.  
 
Shaharzad: Bravo. And how many languages do you speak? 
 
Fariha: I know Turkish. I know English. I know Dari and Pashto well too. I can 
communicate in it.  
 
Shaharzad: Bravo. That is really good, really good. Why does your school have this 
policy to teach Turkish? 
 
Fariha: Because our school is Turk, meaning there are Turks and Turks want it that like 
English, it is an international language…They also want…They mostly try to make their 
language international. Our school now is working in 72 countries around the world. 



They want the Turks’ language, Turkish, to become international and maybe now in 
many countries they, some young people know Turkish, like in Pakistan and Iran. There 
are many youth that… 
 
Shaharzad: Those who go to this school. 
 
Fariha: Yes, those who study in Afghan-Turk school. Also in Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, 
people there know Turkish, mostly1.  
 
Shaharzad: In your school, most of the girls know Turkish, then? 
 
Fariha: Yes, from eighth grade they recruit students and they study until twelfth grade, 
they learn (Turkish). Right now, I am in tenth grade. I speak fluent Turkish.  
 
Shaharzad: Bravo. That is very good. Does your school help you to study in Turkey for 
BA, or? 
 
Fariha: After we graduated, we have an examination T.G.C. That means Turkish 
Republic Exam. It is an exam that we have to take.  
 
Shaharzad: It is like Konkur (University entrance exam in Afghanistan), right? 
 
Fariha: Yes, it is an exam like Konkur. Once we passed it, we can continue our education 
for free in Turkey.  
 
Shaharzad: Your higher education? 
 
Fariha: Yes, yes. 
 
Shaharzad: It is really good. What other differences does your school have with Afghan 
schools apart from teaching Turkish? 
 
Fariha: Besides teaching Turkish, we also study the science subjects in English and at a 
very high level. In a level that Turkish students study in Turkey, we study in that level in 
our school. We study at a very high level. Also in Afghan schools, there is not much to 
study, for that reason, our school day starts at eight AM and we study till three PM. We 
study constantly.  
 
Shaharzad: Okay.  
 
Fariha: Our teacher is never even one minute late or anything. We study at a very good 
and excellent level.  
 
Shaharzad: It is organized.  
 
                                                 
1 She means young people who go to these schools and not the population in general.  



Fariha: It is very organized. 
 
Shaharzad: You don’t pay tuition, right? 
 
Fariha: No, when they first took four, three exams from us, after passing three exams, we 
were accepted to Afghan-Turk school. After that, they only charged us $200 for helping 
Afghan- Turk School. After that, they haven’t charged us. They charge those students 
that participate in the exam and don’t get in. They charge them one thousand dollars.  
 
Shaharzad: Yes, so they have to pay tuition.  
 
Fariha: There are many students (like that).  
 
Shaharzad: Yes. They are from a rich family.  
 
Fariha: Yes. They are rich families and they can pay. But they were many girls that their 
families could not afford that much. They couldn’t pay money. They were distanced from 
school. They didn’t study.    
 
Shaharzad: Thanks a lot.  
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