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English translation:  
 
Fariha: My name is Fariha Rawufi, one of the students in Afghan-Turk. 
 
Shaharzad: Which grade? 
 
Fariha: 10th grade.  
 
Shaharzad: What do you do besides school, Fariha dear? 
 
Fariha: I go to school from seven in the morning till 3:30 PM. After that, when I come 
from school, I study full time. I only take classes and go to courses during my vacation, 
when I am free.  
 
Shaharzad: Very well. What kind of courses do people take? What kinds of courses do 
people go to here? 
 
Fariha: In Afghanistan, mostly because English has become an international language, all 
young people want to study English, because it is an international language. For this 
reason, everybody tries to learn English and computer mostly. They always go to English. 
They study English more then other subjects, compared to other subjects.  
 
Shaharzad: Well, who teaches the English classes? Are they Afghans themselves or are 
they Pakistanis or..? 
 
Fariha: In some courses, usually there are some Pakistanis too. In the course that I went 
too, which is Chashma e Noor, which is close to our house, in that place, Afghans taught 
us. 
 
Shaharzad: Your teachers, where did they learn English themselves? 
 
Fariha: They also learned in Pakistan mostly, because Afghans went to Pakistan during 
the war and they learned more in Pakistan.  
 
Shaharzad: In English course, what is the system that they teach? Do you read from the 
books only or do you speak or? What is the system? 
 
Fariha: We decide about that. For example, some people want to start from the beginning. 
They use the books. There are some people who study only conversation to improve their 
speaking. That is without books. For example, people who want to learn speaking or 
talking more, because now they want to learn it based on grammar, they also teach 
grammar sometimes. But for us, when we studied conversation, it was without books. 
They just taught grammar based on the books.  
 
Shaharzad: So it was mostly talking.  
 



Fariha: Yeah, mostly, more often it was talking. We prepared essays; we read them and 
discussed the topics.  
 
Shaharzad: Great. Are there many girls in the English course? 
 
Fariha: Yes, mostly there are (some) girls. In the class that we were in, there were almost 
20 students, but there were fewer girls. We were four girls and the rest are boy.  
 
Shaharzad: There were boys. There are also people that study English because they want 
to go abroad? 
 
Fariha: Maybe. 
 
Shaharzad: For example girls who marry and go abroad…Or for example boys that get 
scholarships and go. 
 
Farhia: Yes, there are. It is not only for English. I had a teacher that had taken German 
classes, because her husband was in Germany.  
 
Shaharzad: Okay.  
 
Fariha: Yes, for that reason she was studying German so that she won’t have problems in 
Germany.  
 
Shaharzad: The privilege…What are the privileges that people who know English have in 
finding jobs? Do they find jobs easier in Kabul? 
 
Fariha: Now most young people refer to English because organizations that are in 
Afghanistan are mostly foreign organizations. As people say, they pay higher salaries. 
And most want to learn English and computer, so that they can be recruited quickly and 
have good salaries. They can have more privileges.  
 
Shaharzad: Okay, very good. Why do people go to English courses? Is English not taught 
in Afghan schools? 
 
Fariha: It is taught in Afghan schools, but at a very low level.  
 
Shaharzad: The quality is not good.  
 
Fariha: The quality is not good. For that reason, people want to learn quicker and better. 
It is there in Afghan schools. For example, in our school, because I am in Afghan-Turk, 
there are our teachers that teach English and all our subjects, most of the science ones 
anyway are in English. English is an international language and subjects that we study are 
in English but our teachers are Afghans. For example, our English teacher is Afghan. 
 
Shaharzad: Yeah. 



Fariha: She teaches us English. But we want to learn more in courses, more then what we 
learn in school, so that it improves. 
 
Shaharzad: In order to practice. 
 
Fariha: Yes, to practice.  
 
Shaharzad: Aren’t the courses expensive? Can families afford them? 
 
Fariha: Yes, it is (expensive). For many courses, if you study for one term, which is four 
months, they promise that “we will you teach you quickly, we will teach you English.” 
But I don’t think that it works for languages. It is very, very difficult to learn a language. 
We can’t learn a whole language, because it is hard to learn languages. We will learn 
enough to solve our problem. Some families can’t afford some of the courses, so they 
can’t study well.  
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