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Danger of Sexual Assaults

Dari transcript:
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English translation:

Maliha: This winter when Ehsanullah Bayat (famous Afghan merchant) was helping
(distributing aid), he was distributing things in Sar-i-Pul cinema, they took away a twelve
year old girl, a sixth grader...and the son of one of the parliamentarians did this. They
took her home and she was raped. The parents are still pursuing the case. There have
been no results. The girl has stopped going to school, they say that she has developed
mental illness.

Shaharzad: (They did this) to a twelve year kid?

Maliha: Yes. They showed her in TVs, in Ariana (TV station), in Tolo (another TV
station), a few times for all Afghan people.

Shaharzad: And still the government didn’t pursue the case? Why? What do you think?
Why? Because they are not powerful enough to challenge the parliamentarian or...?



Maliha: Maybe it is about power. I don’t know that but still this case has not led to any
results. It has been almost six months. Six months went by.

Shaharzad: Yes. And did any of the international organizations help that girls’ family?
Beside the local radio and TV stations, did anybody follow the case of the girl? Is there a
representative of Human Rights’ Commission in Sar-i-Pul, are there any representative
branches? Do you know anything that (has been done)?

Maliha: No, there are no representative branches. The Human Rights Commission
doesn’t have any office or representative there.

Shaharzad: Okay.

Maliha: But I think that the Ministry of Women’s Affairs office went and filmed here and
showed it on TVs. There is nothing else there.

Shaharzad: Yes.

Maliha: But the Human Rights (office) is not there. If the Human Rights (office) was
there, it could help people. There should be a Human Rights representative office there,
because there are many events. There are many events like this. Nobody investigates
them.

Shaharzad: There are rapes of children and young girls.

Maliha: Yes, children. Nobody asks about these issues. There are many cases in districts.
It happens a lot in districts.

Shaharzad: Who does these things? Who rapes young women?

Maliha: Those who are illiterate, jobless. They are the children of commanders and their
supporters. They do these things.

Shaharzad: Mostly the powerful people.

Maliha: Yes, the powerful people.

Shaharzad: How many cases of this have you heard about, personally?
Maliha: Almost five or six cases.

Shaharzad: In the last few years, right?

Maliha: No, in this one last year.

Shaharzad: In this past year?



Maliha: Yes, in one year. | heard about a couple of these cases in the districts and these
places. Because we are at home and don’t have access to some important office, I don’t
work anywhere.

Shaharzad: Although everybody knows, still these things happen.
Maliha: Yes, everybody knows about them.

Shaharzad: These girl students that study in your school, aren’t they frightened by these
rumors? Aren’t they scared? How does it impact their morale?

Maliha: They get frightened. It impacts their morale. Some families prevent their kids
from studying. It does have an effect.

Shaharzad: What do the parents of the girl want? Do they want the guy to go to jail?

Maliha: They say that he should be executed. He should be executed. The parents are
very poor. They showed them in TV. They are poor people, very poor.

Shaharzad: Did they have consent about taking these issues to TV and everybody
learning about them?

Maliha: Yes, they themselves wanted. The girl’s mother, the girl herself, cried really
hard. They showed them. They wanted themselves (to be shown on TV).

Shaharzad: They wanted the issue to become public in hope of getting attention, help and
follow up.

Maliha: Yes, they were hoping that the government will help.
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