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Elementary School Teacher
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English translation:

Shaharzad: You are teaching in a school and you are teaching elementary classes. Most
of the children that study with you, what kind of families do they come?

Azima: Most of it is like this...that the families are not literate at all. That is our problem.
When...

Shaharzad: They can’t help their children.
Azima: Yes, they can’t help the children. When this child goes home, she throws her bag
away. That is it. The mom doesn’t ask which part did you study, what was it, were there

classes in school or not? Did you do your homework or not? That is the problem for us.

Shaharzad: What are the demands of the teachers from the government? What are the
problems? You are a woman teacher. What is your biggest problem as a woman teacher?



Is it salary? Is it lack of teaching material? Is it lack of the books? Is it the inappropriate
attitude of your colleagues? What are the issues?

Azima: One thing that we lack is...well lack of salary. Then there is also a lack of
teaching material in our schools. These children who come to school, these children don’t
have notebook and pen. The child doesn’t have a bag. The father works all day and earns
100 Afghanis (two dollars). If he buys the child notebook and pen for 20 Afghanis than
only 80 Afghanis is not enough for house. This is a problem for them.

Shaharzad: In the schools in Afghanistan, in the educational system of Afghanistan, are
90% of schools governmental?

Azima: Yes, they are governmental.

Shaharzad: So, who pays your salary?

Azima: The government pays it.

Shaharzad: Students don’t pay it, do they?

Azima: No, no, students don’t pay.

Shaharzad: How many students does a class have in general?
Azima: 30 students.

Shaharzad: Thirty students. In the elementary level, are girls and boys separate or
together?

Azima: A number of schools are separated this year, so that girls would go to school for
one time slot and boys for another. Generally they are separated already (in classes), they
have different classes. But for some schools that was that girls and boys went to same
school at the same time. Now girls go to school during one time slot and boys another.

Shaharzad: As a teacher, do you have to obey rules in the way you dress and your
appearance, or do you wear whatever you liked?

Azima: No, we have to obey the rules. Because if a teacher wants to dress up and wear
jewelry and things like that, and she enters a class, of course the girls are teenagers, they
like it. Then they themselves too (students), they too want to dress up and put makeup on.
The simpler the teacher is, the more students should pay attention to class. But it is the
other way round, when the teacher dresses beautifully or puts makeup on or things like
that, young girls say we like the teacher more. So some teachers misuse this, they put
make up on, wear inappropriate dresses in school, then the girls imitate that. Then they
wear a little ring one day, a little necklace the other day, one day they put a little lipstick.



So like this, it increases day by day. But teachers should try to reform themselves first,
and then they can reform the students. Without that it is hard.

Shaharzad: The dress that you are wearing right now, it is your school uniform, right?
Azima: Yes.
Shaharzad: Why do you go to teacher training institute?

Azima: I go to teacher training institute because I couldn’t study all these years. I had
children. I graduated from 12" grade and then I married. Thanks to God, I had six
children. Now my children have grown up, I want to go to teacher training institute.

Shaharzad: Is this required or optional? (Some institutions require their employees look
for degrees).

Azima: It is optional. It is not required. It is good because it is a choice. That is not like...
Government hasn’t made a law that you must study or we will fire you or take your job.
These issues haven’t become certain.

Shaharzad: For experienced teachers (it is not required)...

Azima: Yes, for experienced teachers. If someone graduates from high school now, they
should study in teacher training institute or university. The government has made these
things ready for them. There are possibilities. They should study. When we were in
countryside, there weren’t teacher training institutions there. We graduated from school,
we became teachers. In all these years with children, I couldn’t work on my studies. Now
I want to and I should.
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