CultureTalk Afghanistan Video Transcripts: http://langmedia.fivecolleges.edu
Structure of Education
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English translation:
Davoud: The school lasts for 12 years in Afghanistan usually, it is 12 classes.
Shaharzad: Are these 12 years divided to different periods or..?
Davoud: No, there is the elementary period, secondary and high school. The elementary
school is the period when children are under twelve or ten; the secondary period is from
class seven to nine or class six to class nine. Then there is high school, the last three
years.

Shaharzad: Well, can students follow a definite major or trend in high school or should
they study the general subjects?
Davoud: In high school, the classes increase and they get more complicated. But there is
no definite trend, you have to study everything. For example if someone wants to major
in sociology after the high school, she still has to study chemistry, math, algebra and this
stuff. If someone wants to be a chemistry or physics teacher, she still has to study other
subjects that are not related.
Shaharzad: What are the main languages that student has to study in school? Can student
choose to study a language?
Davoud: No, usually student can’t choose. The dominating language in Afghanistan is
Farsi or Dari. But during the high school other languages like Arabic, French and English
are also taught. Of course, Pashto language is also taught in all schools in Afghanistan,
because it is a national language. But students don’t have the right to choose languages
that much in Afghanistan’s schools. Only in some schools in the capital, students can
choose to follow English or French for example, or they can choose between German and
Russian. This is about the foreign languages. But generally, no student has the right to
focus only on one subject and forget about others. This possibility doesn’t exist for
students.
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