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English translation:  
 
Shaharzad: Well, Pari1 dear, how are the emotional (romantic) relationships between 
educated girls and boys2 in Afghanistan? Does it exist or not before the marriage? Or all 
the marriages arranged? 
 
Zubaida: It doesn’t matter if there are relationships or not, marriages are mostly arranged 
in any case. But relations do exist. One can’t say there is none, because first there is the 
need. Young people need to have relationships, get to know each other and meet. The 
other thing is that when young people see, in movies, or in television, what they see on 
TVs and stuff, then they say to themselves, “Why shouldn’t we have that kind of 
relationship in our life?” Intentionally or not, they imitate. Without knowing it 
themselves what is the need for this relationship in their life or if there is a need at all. 
They don’t think about the reality of the relationship in their life or how successful it can 
be.  
 
Shaharzad: So you think that it is totally an imported phenomenon. And romantic 
relationships have no place in Afghanistan, in the history of our country, in our literature? 
 
Zubaida: It has, it definitely has. But it has had a different form. We have seen it in 
stories from old times or movies, like in old movies and stuff. It has always been 
oppressed. It has never been acceptable… For example in the movie Laili and Majnoon3, 
it is an Indian movie but the story is in Farsi. Or other things like that, such as Shirin and 
Farhad (another love story). There are a few examples, but it has never been approved by 
people, never accepted, and even now, it is more or less, in most cases, it is like that.  
 
Shaharzad: Romantic relationships develop in rural areas too. We see that some young 
women elope from their father’s house. Or there is a romantic relationship and the girl 
goes with the boy and either succeeds or fails. There have been cases. But what is the 
difference between these relationships with relationships that have become customary 
recently with internet and other things among the educated? What are the most important 
differences according to you? 
 
Zubaida: The most important differences are that I think those relationships (in rural 
areas, among the uneducated) are more honest, more responsible and clearer. On the 
other hand, most of the relationships now are formed based on frustration. There is a 
frustration when we watch about it in movies, Hollywood and Bollywood movies or hear 
about it, right? Those are the things that we want to have, but we can’t have. Still we try. 
This is the product of frustration and is never that honest. It happens that a girl has 
relationships with ten guys (at the same time), or a boy with ten girls. Not because they 
want the relationship to exist, to be an honest and clear relationship, but only to satisfy 
their frustration.  

                                                 
1 The nickname for Zubaida 
2 In Dari, one is referred to as girl or boy until they are married and then they became woman or man.   
3 A love story common in Central Asia, Middle East and India about a tragic love affair that ends with 
marriage and then death of the heroine and death of the hero.  



 
Shaharzad:  Or for fun. 
 
Zubaida: Yes, fun, that too is frustration.  
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