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English translation:  
 
Ali: Private University. Look, it was almost three years ago that “Kardan” started 
working as an institute. After a while, this institution started calling itself a university. It 
got a permit and after a while, it had some problems. Well, almost seven months ago, 
there was a severe competition among all those people that saw the ability and capacity in 
them to start an organization like this. There were organizations with different names: 
Educational Organization, Institution for Higher Education. Katib (a private university) 
came into being. Kardan, well, Kardan was there. Bakhtar (another private institution) 
came into being. And there are a few others that I haven’t heard of them in other places 
like in interviews or on TV, but I see them when I pass by them in city. For example one 
is Karvan that is in the city. Well, beside these universities, there are other universities 
like Afghan-American University or the American University of Afghans. All of these 
are here.  
 
Shaharzad: These are all in Kabul.  
 
Ali: Mostly they have started only in Kabul. Kardan has just opened a branch in 
Jalalabad. Another one that I know of is Khurasan. That is only in Jalalabad. It hasn’t 
come to Kabul. In the provinces, in general, we can say that that side has been weak.  
 
Shaharzad: There are a few, or are there none? They don’t have branches there? 



Ali: There are very few. 
 
Shaharzad: Why do you think there are more universities in Kabul? Is it for security 
reasons or are there more applicants here? 
 
Ali: I do think it is security issues. We do not want to state that Herat’s security situation 
is worse then Kabul. But there is the thing…One example could be that people work in 
Kabul. The people, who go to private universities, are the ones who work. There are more 
employment opportunities in Kabul. That is why they come to Kabul. For example, me, I 
work and after work, I go and study. Or there are people that study in the morning and 
work in the afternoon. I think this is the real reason.  
 
Shaharzad: Is studying in private university very expensive? Is it not possible for many 
people? 
 
Ali: For many people who lost the opportunity to study in government (public) university 
for any reason, I think this is an excellent opportunity. That at least, even if they don’t get 
the thing, the diploma, even if some universities think that the institution is not well 
known and can’t be trusted, but from the point of view of learning (information), I think 
it is good. I think things that they learn, those are useful. And for that reason too, many 
people who work go. Meaning that people go there usually they pay themselves or their 
families pay. People who pay themselves, it is because they work. And there are people 
who entered the Kancor (University entrance exam) but didn’t get into the Kabul 
University, and then they went to private university.  
 
Shaharzad: You talked about learning and information. What programs are taught in 
these universities? 
 
Ali: It is a good question. Now there is something called the “private sector” that we 
discuss a lot in the country and most of the programs are about this. It is either computer, 
but that is rare too. What is more common is business administration. It is common. 
When you look at all the universities, except Katib that has started law and has 
humanities program, all the other universities that I know, I have seen and I have paid 
attention to, I have seen that they teach mostly computer information or business 
administration.  
 
Shaharzad: All the programs that you can easily find a job with? 
 
Ali: Exactly. 
 
Shaharzad: And there is a market for it.  
 
Ali: Originally these programs are introduced because of the free market. 
 
Shaharzad: Are these programs for four years like in Kabul University or are they shorter 
or longer? 



Ali: It is the credit system. I don’t exactly know how Kabul University works. But (here) 
it is three years or if you couldn’t (finish the required credits) four years. You can’t 
usually decrease the time, because of the pressure of classes, but you can increase it. You 
have to complete your required credits.  
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