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Respected Pashtun Poets

Pashto Transcript:
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English Transcript:

Poetry—in Pashto literature, [one of] the most respected of all poets that there are is Rahman
Baba'.

Abdul Rahman Baba is [was] a resident of Peshawar; he has very good ... ah, he has written
internationally acclaimed poetry. In the Sufism? branch [of Islam], he is the father of poetry.
Sufism is derived from [an] Arabic word. And Sufism has many different meanings, and it would
take a lot of time to explain them.

' Rahman Baba (1650—1715) is a prominent Pashtun poet.

* Sufism is a mystical dimension of Islam. (Sufism. (n.d.). In Wikipedia. Retrieved December 9, 2011, from
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sufism).



Certainly, Sufism has lyrics like [a] Na’at.? It does not have the characteristics of love [poetry].
There will be a need for the spirit of love poetry; that will be about God, and that is recited in
solitude.”
In Pashto literature, Khushal Khan Khattak is a good lyrical and — or a martial poet.” He was
the smartest guy among all in Pashto literature. And among the Pashtuns he lived a happy life.
Pashtuns consider poetry as their own language, and every person gives himself this permission
and sees that much ability and aptitude in himself to compose poetry.
Abdul Hamid® was a very powerful poet. Hamza Baba’ was a very good poet. Among all
[Pashtun poets], Ghani Khan® is a gleeful and crazy poet; he is a rebellious poet. He also
composed great poetry.
Our monarch poet Ahmadshah Abdali’, he was the king. He was the emperor of that time. He
has also composed poetry; there is a book of his poetry. And Ahmadshah Abdali, in his poetry,
says that:
I will forget the Delhi Kingdom when you remind me of
the mountain peaks of my beautiful Pashtuns '’

So Ahmadshah Abdali says that if you took me to Delhi, what would I do in Delhi? I would miss
the mountains of my Pashtuns.
This was the Pashtun literature and poetry, now people ...

 Na’at is a type of poetry that specifically praises the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him). As mentioned
above, Sufism refers to a mystical dimension of Islam, not a type of poetry. However, here the speaker appears to be
talking about a type of poetry associated with Sufism. (Naat. (n.d.). In Wikipedia. Retrieved December 9, 2011,
from (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naat).

* He means that this type of poetry that is used in Sufism can have the characteristics of love poetry, but it will be
about God.

> Khushal Khan Khattak (1613 — 1689) is a famous Pashtun poet. He is well known for his poetry about national
unity and triumph over invaders.

(Khushal Khan Khtattak. (n.d.). In Wikipedia. Retrieved December 9, 2011, from
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Khushal Khan Khattak).

% Abdul Hamid is a famous 17" century Pashtun poet.

" Hamza Baba (1907-1994), also known as Ameer Hamza Shinwari, is a famous Pashtun poet. He is known as the
father of ghazal in Pashto. Ghazal is a type of poetry consisting of rhyming couplets which initially originated in
Arabic poetry. {Hamza Shinwari. (n.d.). In Wikipedia. Retrieved December 9, 2011, from (
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ameer Hamza_ Shinwari).

¥ Ghani Khan (1914-1966) is a prominent 20" century Pashtun poet. He is known as one of the best Pashto language
poets.( Ghani Khan. (n.d.). In Wikipedia. Retrieved December 9, 2011, from
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Khan Abdul Ghani_Khan).

? Ahmadshah Abdali (1722—1773), also known as Ahmadshah Durrani, is a famous political figure in early Afghan
history. He founded the Durrani Empire, also referred to as the Afghan Empire, in 1747. (Durrani Empire. (n.d). In
Wikipedia. Retrieved December 9, 2011, from_(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Durrani_Empire).

' This poem is a reference to and expresses a sense of patriotism.
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