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English translation:  
 
Shaharzad: Where do people in Kabul go when they want to go to someplace for 
entertainment? Where are the entertainment places? Are they in Kabul or outside Kabul? 
 



Azima: People in Kabul…Well, going out for entertainment starts in moth of Hamal 
(Hamal starts 22nd March). Many people go to Bagh-e-Bala1 during Hamal. They go to 
places closer to Paghman. Inside Paghman it is cold, inside the valley. Where else do they 
go? There is a shrine called Bagh-e-Tamim where they have buried Ahmad Zahir2. They 
go to that place. Until Hamal and Sawr (April-May) they go to these closer places 
because the weather is a bit cold. Then from 15th Jawza (22nd May-22nd June) on, when 
the weather becomes colder, (she means warmer) they go farther (in the mountains) like 
Salang. They go to Jabal-e-Saraj if there are any gardens of their relatives and extended 
family. They go there. Charikar has some gardens that people go to. There, they also go 
to Estalif, or to Gul-Dara (flower valley). They go to Shamali (north side) or Paghman at 
the other side. They go to these places for visits. They go from morning till evening. 
They cook everything, the food, at home and take it there. The majority of people like to 
take the food there (and cook) with smoke and fire and things like that.  
 
Shaharzad: To cook in there? 
 
Azima: To cook in there. They take coal and stuff and cook Kebab or roast meat. They 
are excited about making a fire.  Some people who live in Macroryan3, they rarely make 
fires (when at home). There is electricity or they use gas. Then when they go there 
(picnic), they cook things on fire, to eat.  
 
Shaharzad: So all the family goes together? 
 
Azima: Yes, all the family together, young and old, nobody is left behind. It is a family 
picnic.  
 
Shaharzad: Then when they go there and sit down under the trees, do they pay for getting 
in there or does it belong to government? Where do they sit? 
 
Azima: Some places don’t ask for any money. There are some places that the gardener 
and other people come and say: Aunt, pay us a few Rupees for the place. You pay 200 or 
100 Afs (50 Afs= $1) to the gardener. Apart from that, no…  
 
Shaharzad: So they don’t charge a lot.  
 
Azima: No, not a lot. 
 
Shaharzad: And they don’t charge per individual, they charge per family.  
 
Azima: No, it is not per individual.  
 
Shaharzad: Are there any shops and small restaurants and place like that in these 
entertainment places? 

                                                 
1 The high garden, a garden on top of a hill in Kabul 
2 a popular Afghan singer 
3 Apartments made during the Soviet time that have electric heating systems. 



 
Azima: Yes, there are small shops. Also in places like Qargha1, there is a restaurant 
inside and one outside. Inside there is a big restaurant that some people even hold their 
wedding parties there. In other times, you can go and get food. People go out to the 
lawns, sit down and eat. Outside the restaurant too, they cook everything. There are 
takhts2. The takhts are there.  There are rugs. People go there in the evenings and 
celebrate birthday parties for children. Or if they want to have a small party, they invite a 
couple of friends. They sit on the takhts, and they listen to music for a while, make music 
and then celebrate their little party in there. It is better then the house. They go there for 
the fresh air.  
 
Shaharzad: Okay. Is there a group there that plays music or do people bring music with 
them? Do they take tape recorders or something like that? 
 
Azima: They take a tape recorder or something. Or with some families the kids 
themselves play tabla or something. They take it (musical instruments) along.  
 
Shaharzad: How is the security then? Nothing has happened in those regions so far? 
 
Azima: No I haven’t heard about any incident in any place, any party in these 
entertainment places so far, thanks to God. May God keep us safe in future too.  
 
Shaharzad: Yes. Do foreigners come there sometimes too, or is it all Afghans? 
 
Azima: Foreigners don’t go especially on the days when it is very busy. They go on some 
Thursdays before the Friday eve, or when the next day is Friday, they go at nights. Or 
they go on Wednesdays or on Sundays when they have the day off.3 They go when there 
is not a crowd of Afghans.  
 
Shaharzad: Are there any places that are only for women, for entertainment? 
 
Azima: There is a place in Kabul. They call it women’s garden and it is in Karte-Parwan. 
All the women go there on Fridays.   
 
Shaharzad: They don’t let men in.  
 
Azima: No, there are no men. There is shopping, there are women’s shops, that sell 
things women buy and need. Women also cook bulani 4and other stuff in there. Women 
go there on Fridays from morning till evening with their kids. They sit down there. 
 
Shaharzad: Okay, just to relax. 

                                                 
1 A picnic place with a lake and gardens. 
2 Wooden constructions that are as high as chairs, but that are big and 5-10 people can sit on them. People 
use cushions and mattresses on them.  
3 Friday is the day off in Afghanistan and that is when most families go picnicking.  
4 Afghan turn-overs.  



 
Azima: Yes, but there is so much dust there. 
 
Shaharzad: It is dusty. Are there big parks for kids, game parks that have all kinds of 
machines and cars and one can take the kids? 
 
Azima: In Paghman, the Ministry of Work and Social Affairs has made a place. In 
Paghman there are these small places, for example slides, swings and things like that. 
They have gone to Paghman. I haven’t seen things like it in any other place.  
 
Shaharzad: Things that are especially for children.  
 
Azima: Yes, for children.  
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