
CultureTalk Afghanistan Video Transcripts: http://langmedia.fivecolleges.edu 
Learning Photography 

 
 

Dari transcript: 
 

�� ������ر����   ب"# �"! -
?) ا?�وز ه<�ا=  ز4567 ا23� ه;:96، ز4567 ا23� 01 /.)س ,+ان ا*()ن . &%م و درود: ! �زاد

و *M% 7�= رخJ:K ت)7;:)ن . :9H.E 4(2 و دG1+& 4 درس ?F6+اDEاو ه45C &)ل دار4 اA� ا!. ا&@
DH3 ارNA�7 G./ 4(OP1(>E 01 D1ا+F6? اد4 اش ا&@ و+E(ا= خ�ه<  . D3 D? =�7 +O7 ز4567 ,)ن

  د J&(./ (S3 ر4 1)د A�J:*؟ 
  . د4 د*:� اDH6U دT7(3 4: ز4567

  ؟ خ+دت5HV &)ل /.)&J خ+ا5E=: ! �زاد
  01 و 96E &)ل: ز4567

  ا1) دDO1 دخ:� ه) و DX7 ه)= ,+ان ه9 ه<�ا1@ 7+دن؟:  �زاد!
هP@ ت) هC@ ت)= _CE ^H� 7+دD3 91 د4 ت)= ?) 1) ا[:<)\ Z.? ..( @;67 ،@;67 01(ه) 01 : ز4567

   ؟ 7) ه1c9) !<) د وخ@ ه)= ?ab:F درس ?F6+اA T3 (1 `15E�و4: ! �زاد. ?) دخ:�ا 7+دن
  S.1 (? T3 ،JE)=: ز4567

h+ر اصJb 7�ا4 ا5Eاز= ا= 3+رس JV 7+د؟ J? (>! (1c _�داخ:e? ،T7(f? D7 `6% وH? J:d: ! �زاد
  درس ?F6+اJ? ،`15E _�داخ:6` 1)؟

?hH+ر ا= 7+د D3 !(T خ2�OE)ر /.)س 7+دن E+ داخT ا*()E;:)ن !45 7+د و . JE ،JE: ز4567
5! D:*�1i_ T)! 01 4دم و ا= ر�س 7:` 67` ?(.ME7:`، ا JV 4�1ا&:` ا+F6? دم 7;)زن و�4 67` ?

D!(7 D:!ر /.)س ا*()ن و,+د دا(OE�25 ت) خHV D3 5! J? Db6&ا= و D7 ( Hر.  ا= ت+jو از .. و او
j�ف دDO1 7�= خ2�OE)را و /.)&)= 67�ون از ا*()E;:)ن &F@ 7+د د4 او ز?)ن 3)ر 3�دن در 

تl &)د4 ت� 3)ر ?J ا*()E;:)ن و وJ.1 D3 J:d دو /.)س خ2�OE)ر ا*()ن ه<�اP1)ن ?J 7+د D7 ?�ا
53ن و ?) H/ D7+ان خ2�OE)را و /.)&)= ا*()ن 7;6)ر خ+7:� از اوE(:6? ،(E;:96 3)ر V 96H3+ن 

 . ?�د?H! J? D)خ:96 و زJ? DE(PE(7 *)?9156 و از ا?J ?�دم 7+د91
  /%5H? Dd= دخ:�ا mV+ر 7+د D7 3+رس /.)&J؟: ! �زاد

خT 3+رس D3 ?) 7+د91 وJ:d 1)د ?A J�*:96 و 3)ر ?J دخ:�ا /%5H? Dd 7+د5E ولJ 7)ز د دا:  ز4567
9153، ات6f*+? (d(C@ خ)9E ه) P67:� 7+د V+ن ?+p+/)تD3 J او وo 7 @d ت+,D دا!:` ه<J خ)9E ه) 

و P67:� 01 خ)9E ا[;)س را[:D3 53 J? J 7) 01 خ)9E . و ز?)ن j)ل2) و رE^ خ)E<) و ا1) 7+د
D7 او خ)j� f*+? (?:� 7+د91 ولJ 7)ز 01 و96EN7 qA . @dرو7�و D!(7 و /.;6O7 DP�4 و 96H627 و 

7�خ+رده)J? J1 53ن . ه)J? o6_ J1 ا?D3 5 د4 67�ون دDM?(, 4 خ+!P)ن c J>E?5 ?�دم از ?) و
5! Jj 5 و?c J? و,+د D7 97+د و 7)51 ه JM62j 7;6)ر Db]�? =ا J5 ول! J? د�دم دل;c D3 .  

  )?` 01 خ2�OE)ر /.)س JV JHM1 د4 ا*()E;:)ن؟هH+ز هJ1(;3 (1c 9 ه;:` CE D3:  ! �زاد
D3 `?(CE ارزش 3)ر ?) 6V;@؟ D7 خ)j�D7 = . و,+د دارc 4د?)CE D3 J1)?`. ص5 در صc 5: ز4567

D3 ه<G./ J 1)دA)ر= و /.G خ+دم، /.G . ?�دم= /.rf* G و *OE 01 rf)4 دارن 01 /45 
خ2�= 7)ز . 2�= 1) هH�P67=:� از= ارزش 5EارKF? ،G./ 4+ص) /.G خ. ت+، /.G او&@

`?(* J? دم�!45 ? �خ+7: Jل(] .( H11)ت و ا�PE 1+ن ه) وN1+bز . ت+Hت) ه s6ه =�Hه G./ Jول
  . هs6 ارزش و ?5E J1(HMار4 7�= 7;6)ر= ?�دم ا*()E;:)ن



وJ:d خ+دت D7 3+رس /.)&J ر*:J، خ+دت ?J خ+ا&:J /.)س !+= 1) اe? D.1% ت+ : ! �زاد
  ر4 *�&:)دن D7 3+رس؟

D7 3)ره)= د&:J خ+:7� D? .. ه<.* DP6� J? 53م D7 D? D3 3)ره)= هH�D? ..9?(* J>E D? .=: ز4567
Jb>/ =(او 3+رس. ه;:9، 3)ره D7 9:*ه9 ر �j(ه<+ خ D7 . 56م?(* J>E D? د او &` و &)ل Jول

*rf !+ق ا?J 7+د e? D? D3% 3)ر هH�D7 =، 3)ر .. /.JV JHM1 G؟ /.A G�JV JHM1 `:* و
 Jb>/9H.7 91ا+F6? JV 56م?(* J>E 9 وH3 J? رم J? 9:;خ+ب ه D7 . ،93 93 ،ور ز?)ن�? D7 Jول

 . ت)ث6� iAار= دO1�ا 7+د.. ت)ث6� iAار=.. وJ:d دO1�ا رJ? 4 د51م، /.G ه)DE(P1 و
:P67� D3 J1(;3 از 3+رس *)رغ !5ن، CE 5HV�!)ن ت+ *.� ?J&(./ D3 JH3 J ر4 دوام : ! �زاد

+H/ D7 `!(7 45=؟داد, D*�] 01 ان  
D? D3 J1(;3 ت) هH+ز ?P>&(H! J)ن و ?9H67 J 3)ره)DE(P1 اm1�ف و اوj�ف ?;M+د :  ز4567

دO1�اP1)ن . 93 و 9H67 J? o67 3)ره)JH6;] .DE(P1 ا&@، *�زاDE وا[5= ا&@ و y%م [x�ت و*)
5Eدا D?ادا .D3 9101 /45 ?) 7+د Jا= 3)ر4 .. ول D3 915اد 7;6)ر 93 ?) 7+دM01 ت D?ق ادا+! �j(خ D7

و D7 او خ)j� دDO1 ا?56= . داد91 و 01 /45 7;6)ر ز1)د ?) 7+دD3 91 د2E)ل _+ل 7+د91 د ا= 3)ر
@.b>? =5ار4 د اE 5ر _+ل و,+دdد ا= 3)ر او =�j(خ D7 45E(>E  .  

  _� در 6E 5?c;@.. ام: ! �زاد
. JE: ز4567  

 
English translation:  
 
Shaharzad: Hello and greetings. We are with Zubaida Akbar today. Zubaida Akbar is a 
young Afghan photographer. She is seventeen years old, if I am not mistaken, and she 
studies in Switzerland. Currently she is with her family for the summer vacation and she 
wants to hold a photo exhibition. Zubaida dear, tell me where did you learn photography? 
 
Zubaida: In Aina Office in Kabul. (Aina was a French cultural center) 
 
Shaharzad: For how many years did you study photography? 
 
Zubaida: For one and half years. 
 
Shaharzad: Were there other young girls and guys with you too? 
 
Zubaida: Yes... (pauses) we are around twenty, twenty five people among them ten, eight 
or seven of us were girls.  
 
Shaharzad: Did you study in different times or did all groups study together? 
 
Zubaida: The whole group studied together.  
 
Shaharzad: What was the main purpose for holding this training? Did you have to pay for 
studying or…did you pay? 
 
Zubaida: No, no. The purpose was that because the profession of photojournalism was 
new in Afghanistan. They wanted to spread this among people and make it an accepted 



profession. The only way for making that possible was the existence of Afghan 
photojournalists. And so…on the other hand, it was hard for outside journalists and 
photographers to work in Afghanistan at that time and when there were one or two 
Afghan photojournalists with them, it was easier for them to work. And we, as Afghan 
journalists and photographers could work more effectively than them because we knew 
the people. We understood the language and we were part of the same people.  
 
Shaharzad: Were girls interested in the photography class? 
 
Zubaida: The girls were interested. When we were in the class and when we learned and 
worked, actually the success of women (photojournalists) was greater. Because the topics 
that people paid attention to at that time were the issues of women…the Taliban and 
suffering of women. Usually a woman felt more comfortable facing another woman and 
letting her take her pictures. We could meet women and talk to them. So we were more 
successful.  But then there were times when people outside in the society didn’t like us. 
They reacted to us in a way that was disappointing. But this process was natural, should 
have occurred and it passed.  
 
Shaharzad: Are there still people in Afghanistan that don’t know what does it mean to be 
a photojournalist? 
 
Zubaida: Definitely. There are people who don’t know. They don’t know the value of our 
work. Because some people only can see pictures in one way, which is the pictures for 
keeping the memory, my picture, your picture, her picture. Photography is not more 
important than that, especially news photos or artistic photos. The news photos are better. 
More people understand the purpose now with TVs and publications and etc. But the 
artistic photo has no value or meaning for many people in Afghanistan.  
 
Shaharzad: When you went to photography class, did you want to become a photographer 
or were you sent to training (by your family)? 
 
Zubaida: I…I don’t know. I always thought that I was good at artistic work, handcraft 
works, practical works. That is why I went to class. But at that age I didn’t really know 
what photography was about…what photography is about. It was only a passion that… I 
am good in artistic and practical works, I will go, I will do it, but I didn’t know what I 
wanted to do. But as the time passed, little by little, when I saw works of others, photos 
and impressions…it was impressions of the others (that affected me).  
 
Shaharzad: From the people that have graduated from the course, how many do you think 
have continued doing photography as a serious profession? 
 
Zubaida: From people that I know and I see their works around are Massoud Hussaini, 
Farzana Wahidi and Ghulam Hazrat Wafa. I see their works once in a while. Others 
continued. But there were some of us, only a few of us that continued this work because 
of our passion, and there were many of us that were looking for money in this work… 



and at that case there is no hope, because in this country there is not a lot of money in this 
work (photojournalism) . 
 
Shaharzad: Hmm...It doesn’t earn much.  
 
Zubaida: No. 
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