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English translation:  
 
Shaharzad: From your point of view, hasn’t this (dating) created a huge concern for some 
of the parents that their children go to university, are in working environments with 
foreigners and nationals, and are working in mixed (men, women) environments. (The 
concerns) would especially be about girls, because I have rarely seen someone who is 
concerned about their sons’ corruption.  
 
Zubaida: Concerns, sure, there are some. But I think there shouldn’t be any. Because this 
is a stage that we will go through, right? And we must experience, even if this victimizes 
a number of people, even if a number of people are lost, even if it is very difficult for 
women, because we (women) are vulnerable in this society. It is still important that we go 
through this experience. After that, the outcomes will be something that we want to have.  
 
Shaharzad: According to you, are most women aware of the results and consequences of 
these relationships? Do they enter these relationships wisely or..? Do they do it with 
awareness, courageously deciding to accept all these circumstances, or is it usually an 
illusion. What do you think it is? 
 
Zubaida: No, mostly they are very emotional. It is all an illusion. They decide and enter a 
relationship. Later they realize that… After the result comes out, they know what they 
have done. But it is good. Because it comes to them like a shock, and they learn what 
they have done. One thing that people in Afghanistan are not used to is that they don’t 
want to make mistakes, and they don’t want to experience. They teach us to be afraid of 
making mistakes. I think it is good that we make these mistakes, those women make the 
mistakes and we all do it.  
 
Shaharzad: But the expense of this is ten times more for a woman then a man. Don’t you 
think this is unfair? If a woman is in a romantic relationship, she must pay more than a 
man does especially if the romantic relationship has that side to it, the sexual side.  
 
Zubaida: It doesn’t matter, because if somebody is in a bad situation, in every bad 
situation, then there is always a worse situation. For this reason, it is not possible to make 
the biggest sacrifice ever. There is always a worse situation and in exchange to losing 
something, one gains something else. And I think for going past this stage, we have to 
make sacrifices.  



Shaharzad: In relationships customary among young people, which are according to me, 
emotional, clichéd and childish, does it ever lead to sexual relations or does it stay limited 
to seeing each other from far away and sending emails? What do you think? 
 
Zubaida: It usually stays limited to that stage. I don’t think sexual relations are common 
because… 
 
Shaharzad: There are no opportunities… 
 
Zubaida: There are not the opportunities and then a woman doesn’t have that freedom, 
which she should have.  
 
Shaharzad: You mean her future life and relations, and her marriage will be at risk? 
 
Zubaida: Her marriage will be at risk.  
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