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�Y6 (8!ر ازو م�;Bط +QM; ،دB; دB?Bم <G-ا/.!-,+!ن او 'M>X7 ل!W در L6زB1 ;> -!م م�6^ مBز6
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English translation:  
 

Omar: Unfortunately the other misfortune that happened to historical and cultural pieces 
of Afghanistan was during the Taliban. The Taliban decided to break the works that look 
like statues and are against Sharieh (religious law). Unfortunately, around 2500 pieces 
were broken by the Taliban. But this destruction was really cruel. This added another 
problem to all our problems, and more then two thousand five hundred pieces that 
portrayed living things,1 the Taliban broke and destroyed. The way they broke them was 
not breaking it to two or three pieces, they divided one piece to various parts and broke it 
down. This was another misfortune. Fortunately, we still could…with all the problems 
and difficulties, we could gather most of the pieces broken down by Taliban and fix them 
again. Fortunately some of these works that belong to different time periods are made of 
(unclear) stone. We made it our priority to separate parts of the stone and then each piece 
could be fixed again with its primary elements. Luckily we had a good outcome, and 
some of these pieces are fixed and repaired to an extent. Of course, we have more 
technical problems. We lack of technical equipment in the museum -- chemical materials 
that we urgently need for repairing and preserving the pieces. All of our pieces have been 
in depots for 20, 25 years, or have been looted. Those pieces are not here, but the pieces 
that are in museum all have problems. But for preserving and repairing these, very 
developed technical tools and chemicals are used, which we unfortunately don’t have, we 
lack. A few countries have helped us to an extent, but in the case of having chemicals that 
are necessary for the pieces, we are not rich enough to have sufficient amounts for all the 
work. In photography, Japan has helped us with providing cameras and training 
members. There has been some help also with the museum science (museum preservation 

                                                 
1  They broke down everything that portrayed people and animals, because they believed making statues of 
people and animals is imitating work of God and shouldn’t be allowed.  



science) we received help. Another plan that we started was with help from American 
National Geographic…that we wanted for these pieces, that had unfortunately all the 
documents, all the documentation had been already, had burned. We had lost the former 
documents. For the documentation (of the pieces) we started using the new system which 
is now used around the world, which is the inventory of pieces themselves. We started 
that. The American National Geographic helped us with it, so that luckily we could do 
inventory of 31 sites and confirm them. We printed cards in two languages, English and 
Dari, and then computerized the system. We were able to make a database with all of our 
documents, and the pieces were catalogued according to the new inventory system. So we 
did this.   
 
This work is still continuing. We are trying to do the inventory of our pieces of art both in 
the provinces and in the center (Kabul). Unfortunately in the center (Kabul), we had a 
problem that there is a cashier system in the National Museum. The cashiers had to sign 
for all the decisions regarding the pieces. Most of our cashiers had passed away because 
they were very old or they had left the country because of the war. Unfortunately because 
of the lack of this, lack of cashiers, we are stuck. (Because the system is not working, I 
imagine.) This process has stopped us from our overall inventory. But we tried to start the 
provinces’ inventory, so that we can have a clear census of the pieces -- how many were 
there before war, and how many are left after war and also learn about the sites. After an 
exact count, which we will start after the inventory, we will give you the numbers for 
existing pieces in museum. For the pieces that have come to us, for example through 
security that has caught people in possession of them, from different areas where 
smuggling of historic pieces is now done, the security organizations have given back to 
us more than 1400 pieces. They have been returned mostly by security officials and 
countries that the pieces were smuggled into. Some of the countries have promised to 
return all the pieces belonging to Museum once the National Museum of Afghanistan is 
ready to receive them. God willing, this process is also going on, and luckily Switzerland 
had a museum called “Afghan Museum in Exile” and most of the pieces there belonged 
to the Ethnography Museum. Luckily they returned those pieces to us this year. A 
delegation went to them from Afghanistan. Those pieces were returned to Afghanistan 
and few other countries have promised help in this regard.  
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