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English translation:  
 
Noorjahan: One opinion always bothers me, that they think it is all about talent. That 
music is a talent. I will agree to this to a certain degree, but for the most part, I think most 
people in Afghanistan, because they didn’t have the chance to sing from a young age, or 
their parents are not artists, once these people say “I study music”, everybody looks at 
them like this (She demonstrates the “Are you all right?” look). They mean to say that 
you can’t. You shouldn’t do it, that you have talent in better things. Meaning they don’t 
see music as something excellent, something extraordinary. They see it a second option. 
They don’t look at music as a profession. They see it as a hobby, like, “yeah, sing for us 
at parties.” (Music) as a profession in which somebody goes on the stage, sings 
professionally, learns well, and understands music professionally, that not only sings but 
also understands music, this (attitude) creates many reactions from my point of view, 
especially for a woman to place herself in music and to offer something new, even if you 
say (the word) music (it creates sensitivities). In my opinion, music is one of the purest, 
most transparent, most beautiful things. It is something that is natural. I think in every 
person’s soul, there is a melody. There is one or other kind of melody. There exists 
music. And it is in people’s nature to love melody. The voice of a bird causes joy for a 
person…makes a person happy. Sometimes, it fills you with happiness and passion. And 
this is something quite natural. Primitive humans enjoyed the voices of birds. Presently 
people enjoy the birds’ songs. And this, this is something, that if you go America, people 
like a nightingale’s voice; if you come to Afghanistan, people like it. If you go to Latin 
(she means Latin America) people like it. It is a totally human thing. And one must...it 
takes time to convince people that “Okay, this is totally human and everybody who wants 
to do it, it is amazing.” They (ones who do music) should be encouraged, should be told 
that this is something only a few people do. It is a path that has been rarely traveled. 
 
Shaharzad: It is a difficult path.  
 
Noorjahan: It is a difficult path, and the paths that have been rarely traveled are always 
difficult. And always, if you do something new and you are not scared, then you are not 
doing anything new. A new task is new when you are scared; there are problems facing 
you, and you challenge them, you stand up. This is the case, especially for Afghan 
women. This is very important. I personally, as someone who wants to study music, loves 
to study music, and am now studying music, see this as a problem, as something that 
stands against me, an obstacle. (She uses the English word obstacle after struggling to 
remember the Dari word for it) 
 
Shaharzad: An obstacle (in Dari). 



Noorjahan: I see it as an obstacle against me. Because in my opinion, if I tell many 
people that I want to become a musician, they look at me with bewilderment, then they 
say “okay, okay.” Then they stand up and leave. They don’t take it seriously. They might 
think that “This girl has some problem. I know that she is good in this and that. Why 
music then?” While music, especially seen from a feminine perspective, in a country 
where it has never been discussed from a human perspective, from a perspective that 
mirrors human emotions, human realities, it is really good.  
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