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English translation:  
 
Shaharzad: In Afghanistan and for the future of music in Afghanistan, do you see 
something? Do you see some kind of ability in our artists to create a style which is 
different than other styles? ...something that is totally Afghan? More than being Afghan 
in words and poetry, the style should contain an Afghan feature.  
 
Noorjahan: You mean the music should be Afghan? I don’t know. That depends on 
opportunities provided for young people to work on Afghan music, and it also depends 
on how much they are educated. It depends on opportunities for education.  
 
Shaharzad: And also to their creativity… 
 
Noorjahan: And creativity for sure. I get very disappointed when I see that singers copy 
the Indian music and just put an Afghan poem in and sing it, or when they do the same 
thing with Tajik music. I think this should not be done. But well, this copying exists and 
even our great artists do it. For example Ahmad Wali (a popular singer), changed the 
song “Au chalo yar chalo” (which is Indian) to “Au naro yar naro” (Farsi). I think these 
things should be prevented. Especially the elders of our musical tradition, those who have 
experience, should stand against this and should say “no.” We can encourage the Afghan 
style and mode, the classical Afghan music; even if it is taken from Indian music it has 
some special things that Indian music doesn’t have. We can encourage it or encourage 
Qataghani music because it is a special kind of music that may not exist in any other part 
of the world. It doesn’t exist (elsewhere) and we can encourage young people to promote 
it. Or if young people want something fresher, well, they should have the courage and 
create a new style so that we can say we have young people who are creative and can 
work to show Afghanistan’s music. Then people wouldn’t associate Afghanistan with 
terrorists and suicide bombers, hopefully. Well, the other thing is that it is hard in 
Afghanistan. We must...at least, what we can think now is that even those singers who 
imitate, they are singing something. This is strange for us and is something that gives us 
happiness, makes us smile. 
 
Shaharzad: (Coughs) Pardon me. 
 
Noorjahan: It is all right. This music brings a smile to our lips, which is good. It may get 
better with time. There is hope. Our young people try hard. Recently, some ten music 
albums were released from different singers. This is huge. We shouldn’t underestimate 



this and we can’t have too high expectations so fast, because we can’t achieve many 
things very fast.  
 
Shaharzad: What do you think of informal music? The music that is played at weddings 
in villages…do you think attention has been given to that? 
 
Noorjahan: There are many problems in that case. Young people are not interested in old 
and traditional music. They think it is too old and they only like new things. Part of this is 
natural, but it should not be totally like this. There must be young people who think 
deeply and choose to listen to things that preserve the authentic culture.  
 
Shaharzad: That is right. Can you sing us something from Afghan music?  
 
[Noorjahan sings.] 
 
Noorjahan: Thank you. 
 
Shaharzad: Thanks a lot.  
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