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Mine Safety and Exploration

Dari transcript:
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English translation:

Shaharzad: In the time when you were working there (in the ministry), were there times
when they notified you (about a mine) and you went there? (Were there any) cases?

Nader: Yes, almost three or four cases. One was the Sar-Asiyab coal mine.

Shaharzad: Okay...which hadn’t been used before. This mine hadn’t been used by
government officially and hadn’t been recognized.

Nader: No. This mine was an exceptional case. The Sar-Asiyab mine is one of the very
good coal mines in Afghanistan with a very good quality. This was extracted during the
Zahir Shah’s reign. They had dug a small tunnel. They had gone further for 40 or 50
meters, but then they didn’t continue anymore. Anyways, after the changes in
Afghanistan, nobody was aware of it. And the people in the region, because of the wars,
were caught up in the civil wars and had forgotten this issue. But when this government
came to power, after September 1 1" then people went back to coal slowly because of
their need in winter. They started extracting it unprofessionally. And in some parts, they
went as far as 100 meters. There are possibilities of falling in and other issues. Because
this mine that I am talking about, this coal mine, unlike other mines, it is a standing mine.
So there is a possibility that the coals which were on the surface, may fall in. For this
reason, there was a need to visit the mine and to people...

Shaharzad: Explain...



Nadir: Some things needed to be explained (to the local people), including the fact that
the mine is standing, there is a high risk of it falling in, and other issues that... And the
main issue was that they are giving this mine to contractors too, and sometime soon, it
will be given to private sector. The private sector is obligated to fix the road. The mine is
in Samangan; the company has to fix the road. Even if it has no other benefit for local
people, it is good that they will fix the roads.

Shaharzad: It will be fixed. One was this mine, what were the others?

Nader: There was another mine, it was a stone mine, a copper mine. When we saw that,
we were really surprised because there was so much copper. There was a big storage. But
the main problem here was also the region. It is a hard-to-go [get to] to region. You may
build a road, but in three, four months, again because of the landslides or other things,
water-flood or other things, it will be destroyed. The valleys are very narrow and young,
and there is a possibility of landslides and floods, seasonal floods. So for that reason, that
issue is left aside for now until the government finds the means and can invest in the
region by itself or through the help of private sector. But the private sector, I don’t think
[it] can risk this. There is a possibility that some valuable stones like birooj, I can’t
remember its scientific name, could be found there in heights of that region; people are
extracting that secretly. The government doesn’t know about it.

Shaharzad: They might (invest) because of that (valuable stone)....

Nader: Yeah. I also went to another trip to Gurziwan, in Faryab province. That too, there
were reports that there might be radioactive stones. These are stones that you can use for
production of nuclear energy and other things. But when we went there, there was
nothing more then some kind of sulfur wells. They had reported that people who pass
through this area die. That area was not big. It was not more then twenty to ten meters.
And the reason that animals died was the existence of this poisonous gas: arsenic. There
was no evidence of radioactive stones in the area. The rumors that people had made were
because some international forces came in, they picked a stone and took it with them (and
people started talking thinking that foreigners are taking away radioactive stones). I saw
the region. It was a region where (he names two mine elements) are formed very
naturally in the caves. They are carbonate stones and have no economic value. But you
can use them for research.
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