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English translation:  
 
Shaharzad: Do these relationships (romantic relationships) sometimes end up in 
marriage? Have you seen any examples personally? 
 
Zubaida: Yeah, yes, yes. It ends up in marriage, but it is usually not successful. Because 
it is an emotional decision, right? One person… and then it is also out of severe 
desperation for a relationship. A marriage can be successful if one person, a man or 
woman, has relationships with several women (means people), right? One has to have 
various experiences with various women and one should be familiar. But in Afghanistan, 
at most, you have one option. You like one person, then you marry them at the end. 
While that is not enough to determine if one wants to live with somebody in the future 
and for the rest of his life. I think that relationships should be more extensive, and one 
should not have only one relationship with one man. One should have various 
relationships, not necessarily emotional (romantic) relationships, but free relationships, 
and one should know more people.  
 
Shaharzad: But what would you say about some traditional marriages that are far more 
successful then marriages based on relationships. Those people (in traditional marriages) 
did not have more then one option; they did not know many people, but they are happy 
with their life in a traditional marriage.  
 
Zubaida: They are happy because they don’t have high expectations of each other. When 
one only expects her parents to find a man for her then marry, there is a good chance for 
that woman not to expect a position, not to pursue activism in society, have a position in 
society. She won’t expect “too much” freedom. She is someone who has been wanted 



(and married with). She stays at home, irons the clothes for her husband, prepares food, 
gives birth to children and takes care of them. And this is precisely what is expected of 
her. And she is ready for it. For this reason, there are no problems among husband and 
wife, because both their roles are defined for their life.  
 
Shaharzad: Do you think there is a lack of successful models of married life of 
intellectuals who both want to be human, both man and women? Don’t you think that 
lack of these models is a serious problem for young women like you who go abroad and 
study, who want to have a place in society and form a family? But there is nobody whom 
they can say to their husband or partner, “Look at their life. We can live like that.” Isn’t 
this a problem, you think? 
 
Zubaida: This is because... For example, if I want to think about my future, it is never 
possible for me to come and marry a man in Afghanistan and be able to live with him and 
be a role model for the other couples. There are a few reasons for this, because if I want 
to marry, I would want to marry somebody who is close to my age or is same age as me, 
right? Three, four years of age difference would be okay. But the people my age that I see 
around me are not exactly the people that I would want to live with one day, because they 
have never, never grown up. They are growing up in a different world and I am growing 
up in a different one. And if you don’t consider the age difference, things get worse. 
Because even those who claim to be intellectual, free and know more then others, those 
are too, in the end frustrated people that...Let me not say the rest of it. (laugh). They are 
25 or 30 and still haven’t had one relationship with a woman. They don’t know anybody, 
and the whole reason for marriage is a sexual relationship, and I can’t exactly… 
 
Shaharzad: And there is the risk that because you are younger, they would want to control 
you, no? Because they think that they are more experienced, have seen more of the world, 
traveled more and etc... Exactly, yeah, this could be one of the reasons. And maybe 
another reason is that it is very difficult for a woman who sees herself differently to play 
the role of a traditional woman, or leave the decision-making about the time of 
childbearing to her husband. Let the husband decide when to go where, what to wear, 
with whom and which kind of people to socialize. It is hard for a woman to leave all 
those decisions to the thing, for an independent girl to let her husband decide, her partner 
decide for her, or even her husband’s family decide for her.  
 
 
About CultureTalk: CultureTalk is produced by the Five College Center for the Study of World 
Languages and housed on the LangMedia Website. The project provides students of language and culture 
with samples of people talking about their lives in the languages they use everyday. The participants in 
CultureTalk interviews and discussions are of many different ages and walks of life. They are free to 
express themselves as they wish. The ideas and opinions presented here are those of the participants. 
Inclusion in CultureTalk does not represent endorsement of these ideas or opinions by the Five College 
Center for the Study of World Languages, Five Colleges, Incorporated, or any of its member institutions: 
Amherst College, Hampshire College, Mount Holyoke College, Smith College and the University of 
Massachusetts at Amherst.  
 
© 2003-2009 Five College Center for the Study of World Languages and Five Colleges, Incorporated 

  


