
CultureTalk Afghanistan Video Transcripts: http://langmedia.fivecolleges.edu 
Growing Up in Peshawar 

 
Dari transcript: 

  
�نز��� �� در �� �!-#�$� %$&   

  
 ./ ا.�وز ه;�ا0 :9 8/&3 ه3456 2) در .-رد، (�0 ./ در .-رد +*�() اش از ز&%$ #" : ! �زاد

  !;/ 8-د$ .D�A4B2 "C؟. در ?/562/ن #= ." ز&)
.) .LBM 3ND5 :/زد$ در J/K (64J" 8�اس/ن در ! � ?I/ور ?/562/ن . &/م .) .E#/ن اسE. :F#/ن
  . ه356

  .E#/ن ج/ن !;/ () ?I/ور QR) وFP اسF 2) ز&%$ #" ." A4B2؟ .  (46/ر 8-ب:! �زاد
  . +Q�U:/ هEد$ س/ل:  .E#/ن

 :X4? "BD از ا:W) 8-دت () د&A4B2 ". . /4هEد$ س/ل ." !) 2) در ?I/ور ز&%$ #": ! �زاد
  (4/:"؟
  . (E. :Y "N#/ن

  R�ا 8/&-اد$ !;/ () ?/562/ن رFC؟. 8-: ! �زاد
  .از ا0 8/]� 2) !�ا:Z 8�اب !%:  .E#/ن

   C/.4\ +/ن () 2*/ ز&%$ #" ." 2�د؟وUP\ از: ! �زاد
  .  2/(\د: .E#/ن

   !;/ R" 2/ر ." B2)؟ ?%ر+/ن، ./در+/ن؟() ?/562/ن C/.4\.  2/(\ ز&%$ #" ." 2�ددر: ! �زاد
  ..^3 در R" 2/ر ." B2).. ?%رم در اC[/&56/ن 2/ر ." B2)، در 2%ام. ./درم W4) -8/ر اسE. :F#/ن

  د اC[/&56/ن 2/ر ." B2)، ?%رت؟:  ! �زاد
  .د اC[/&56/ن 2/ر ." E. :"N) .(B2#/ن

  (/P" 8/&-اد$ در اوج)؟(/ز،  (�0 !;/ س_F64& F 2) ?%ر+/ن در ا:*) اسF و : ! �زاد
  .*U-ر0 اسR ،F`-ر !-$؟ : .E#/ن

  QR%ر وFP (D% ?%رت .54/&) د:%&5/ن (4/:)؟. ه/: ! �زاد
  +Q�U:/ س) ./$ (R /: %D /ر ./$ (E. :%D#/ن

  د:a) اC[/ن ه/:" 2) در ?/562/ن ز&%$ #" ." R ،AB2" 2/ره/ ر$ ." AB2؟:  ! �زاد
. ا./ 8-د د58�ا 2) هB+ F6 / درس .4_-ا&A. رAB2 ". 0د:a) اC[/ن ه/ 2) هF6، دو2/&%ا: .E#/ن

AB2 ";& و ج/:" 2/ر .  
  ..د ?I/ور ز:/د هA56 اC[/& / :/ در اسcم Y(/د :/ : ! �زاد
  .+/ ج/:B+ 3./C ". (. (W4 / در ?I/ور ز:/د اس4_& .F� E. :"&#/ن

  د:a) در 2%ام ! �ه/ اC[/& / ه56)؟: ! �زاد
  .dQ%؟: .E#/ن

  a) 2%ام ! �ه/0 ?/562/ن اC[/ن ه/سF؟در د:: ! �زاد
  .ا./ +D%اد ز:/د!/ن در ?I/ور اسF. در 2�اR"، راوBeJ%0. او]-ر هA56 (46/ر () +D%اد E. :32#/ن

. c2ن اسF، 8-رد اسQR ،F%ر !/#�د دار$. از .) FU5W�a) /. 0-. در ?I/ور اسF: ! �زاد
  ب ه/:5/ن R" ر3P اسF؟.ND;/:5/ن از 2*/سF؟ :BD" اC[/ن هA56 :/ ?/562/&"؟ 52/



د:a)، . در0 ./ .4_-ا&C .34/رس" اسf5W. .(5 ه/Q+ /. 0�f5W. /U: ه/0 اC[/&56/ن وار:E. :F6#/ن
  . 8-ب اسF اس5/دا0 ./

   ?/562/&" اس، :/ اC[/&" هB56%؟ /ن.ND;/:5/ن IN2: ! �زاد
  . اC[/&" هA56 2\ اس5/ده/. (E. :Y "N#/ن

" ر$ 2) .4_-ا&A4، او ر$ وزارت .D/رف اC[/&56/ن UP-ل در .f5W +/ن، +;/م .B4./g: ! �زاد
  دار$، :BD" ا#� 8-دت از ?/562/ن از .C f5W/رغ !-0، د اC[/&56/ن W&/2-ر داد$ .54-ا&"؟

  . &;" E. :3./C#/ن
  !;/ در 2%ام .Q`B) ز&%$ #" ." A4B2 در ?I/ور؟. C ";& ."564& Aj;`. .-8/.": ! �زاد
 . /ددر ?I/ور در 4k/ت E. :)Y#/ن

  اC[/ن ه/ ز:/د هA56 در 4k/ت Y(/د؟: ! �زاد
  .(E. :Y "N#/ن

اC[/ن ه/:" 2) در ?I/ور ز&%$ #" ." AB2، در ?/562/ن ز&%$ #" ." AB2، &"، ?%ر و : ! �زاد
  ./دره/، از ا0 &;" +�سA 2) اوlده/:I/ن C/رس" :/د!/ن (�$؟ .�دم () 2%ام ز(/ن #= ." ز&A؟

  . &C /.-;KA/رس" #= ." ز:  .E#/ن
  8/: ! �زاد
 .(E. :"N#/ن

   ]cm د:a) ز(/ن ه3 :/د دارن :/ &"؟(/ز: ! �زاد
  . اردو ر$ :/د ." #4�ن. ا#) در .f5W ?/562/&" (�ن، 52" ه;6/:) #= (A&n. اه/: .E#/ن

  ?R -5I`-ر؟:  ! �زاد
  . ا:`- اC[/ن ه/:" ه5I?  .A./C ". -5I? (2 A56- ه3 ه/: .E#/ن

 (�اK 0�وس" ه/0 8-د، 4K%ه/0 8-د، .co &-روز 2) .I4. %4K ،(I4)، (/ز اC[/& /. 8-: ! �زاد
  در او&*) +*AB2 ". \4N؟

  +*4N\ 8/ص &;" W4No. AB2) در اC[/&56/نا./ . +*AB2 ". \4N. اه/: .E#/ن
  .co در &-روز R" 2/ر ." A4B2 !;/ د ?/562/ن؟ : ! �زاد
د:a)، 8/&) ه/0 دوس5/ (/!)، . ." رند &-روز K;-./، (46/ر0 از .�دم اC[/ن، ?/رE. : q#/ن

  . رس5-را&F ." رن. او&*) .4�ن
  ?/رq ه/0 اسB+ (2 F / اC[/ن ه/ د:X رFC و Y.% دا!5) (/!)؟: ! �زاد
  . &_4�E.  :#/ن

  .2\ ج/0 52" ?/562/&" ه/ :W*/0 اسF: ! �زاد
 . :9 ج/0 اسF. اه/: .E#/ن

   #�5C"، 8-دت در او&*) 2) (-د0؟ز:/د در .-رد رس3 و رواج ?/562/&" ه/ :/د: ! �زاد
ه� P%ر I452 (2/ن (-د:3 او&) ه;-P%ر ." C/.3 2) . 8-ب اسF ا./ ا:`-ر دE. :3; C ";& /Q4P#/ن

A5!36 رس3 و رواج داP "R .  
  U8�+/ن ." B2) در K�وس" ه/0 8-د، در .�اس3 !/د0 و 3s 8-د؟: ! �زاد
  . ." B2). اه/: .E#/ن

  ." رن اC[/ن ه/؟: ! �زاد
#E.ه/: /ن 

  دوس0/5 اC[/ن دار0، دوس0/5 ?/562/&" دار0؟. دوسF:/5 از 2*/ هA56:  ! �زاد
  .اC[/ن ه3 دارم، ?/562/&" ه3 دارم: .E#/ن

  ?/562/&" ه/ WC "R� AB2 ". در .-رد اC[/&56/ن؟ A# ". "R (�0 !;/؟. 8-ب اسF: ! �زاد



ا./ .  ه� رWC 3P� WC$%2� ه/Q+ ،(B2 ". LN5_. 0�U:/ .) 52" ه� E. :345I4! (2 t2#/ن
  . ./ 52" !/ن !U!-8 .345I4_5/&) (46/ر0 !/ن 8-ش دارن اC[/ن ه/ ر$

C/.4\ ه/:" 2) در ?/562/ن اسWC ،F� a: AB2 "./ن . (46/ر 8-ب اسu4vM .F اسF: ! �زاد
  وFP () ا0 2) () اC[/&56/ن (A:/4، () اC[/&56/ن ز&%$ #" AB2؟

. ." #A ./ ا:*) (/!34 8-ب اسn:-N .F:-&)، U8�ه/ و ا:/ر$4_& .+  AB4) ". (2 ";6P� E. :"&#/ن
  . ا:*) در ا.A هFU6& .3456 () ا:W) اC[/&56/ن (�:3

  8/]� ا.F4B ." +�سA؟ ا.A# ". "BD: X54B 8-ب &F64 در اC[/&56/ن؟. ام: ! �زاد
  . د:a) 62/:" 2) 8/&) &%ارن .a4) 8-ب &F64 2) (�:3. ا.F4B ه3 8-ب &E. :F64#/ن
!;/، 62" ر$، +- 62" ر$ ." . دوFJ ?/562/ن در ا8Y 0�ه/ ." 8-اسF . /ج�:B) (IW): د! �زا

  !B/س" 2) ا8�اج !%$ (/!) از ?/562/ن، از . /ج�:A؟ B! ". (N4./C/س"؟
  . او]- &;" !B/سB! ";& .3/س3 ا./ !4B%$ ام Aa4. (2 2;= ه/ ر$ J/8" 2%ن. &": .E#/ن

 
 
 
 
English translation:  
 
Shaharzad: Today we are with a woman who will tell us about her experience of life in 
Pakistan. Will you introduce yourself? 
 
Muzhgan: My name is Muzhgan. I am an 11th grade student at Khurasan High School in 
Peshawar city, Pakistan.  
 
Shaharzad: Great, Muzhgan dear. How long have you been living in Peshawar?  
 
Muzhgan: Almost 18 years.  
 
Shaharzad: You have been living in Peshawar for 18 years. It means since before you 
were born. 
 
Muzhgan: Yes.  
 
Shaharzad: Okay. Why did your family move to Pakistan.  
 
Muzhgan: Because the situation was not good. (There was war in Afghanistan.) 
 
Shaharzad: Where did your family live before? 
 
Muzhgan: In Kabul.  
 
Shaharzad: So they lived in Kabul. What does your family do in Pakistan…your father, 
your mother? 
 



Muzhgan: My mother is unemployed. My father works in Afghanistan in some...I don’t 
know where he works.  
 
Shaharzad: So, your father works in Afghanistan.  
 
Muzhgan: Yes, he works in Afghanistan.  
 
Shaharzad: Isn’t it difficult for you that your father is here and the rest of the family is 
there? 
 
Muzhgan: We have to. What can be done? 
 
Shaharzad: Right. How often can your father visit you? 
 
Muzhgan: Almost every three months or four months. 
 
Shaharzad: Other Afghans that live in Pakistan, what do they do? (In terms of 
employment and jobs) 
 
Muzhgan: Other Afghans mostly run shops. The girls only study and don’t work 
anywhere.  
 
Shaharzad: Are Afghans mostly in Peshawar or Islamabad or..? 
 
Muzhgan: No, as far as I know, they are mostly in Peshawar.  
 
Shaharzad: Are there Afghans in other cities? 
 
Muzhgan: Pardon? 
 
Shaharzad: In which other cities of Pakistan are there Afghans? 
 
Muzhgan: There are in small numbers in Karachi, Rawelpindi, but they are mostly in 
Peshawar.  
 
Shaharzad: They are mostly in Peshawar. Tell us about school. Is it big or small? How 
many students does it have? Where are the teachers from? Are they Afghans or 
Pakistanis? How are the books? 
 
Muzhgan: Our school is almost like schools in Afghanistan. It is in Farsi. We read Dari 
(Afghan version of Farsi). Yeah, our teachers are good.  
 
Shaharzad: Are the teachers all from Pakistan, or are they Afghan? 
 
Muzhgan: The teachers are all Afghan.  



Shaharzad: In your school, are all the subjects that you study approved by the Ministry of 
Education in Afghanistan? For example, if you graduate from the school in Pakistan, can 
you take Konkur (university entrance exam) in Afghanistan? 
 
Muzhgan: I don’t know. 
 
Shaharzad: You don’t know. You are not sure. Okay, where do you live in Peshawar? 
 
Muzhgan: In Peshawar, in Hayatabad.  
 
Shaharzad: Are there many Afghans in Hayatabad? 
 
Muzhgan: Yes.  
 
Shaharzad: The Afghans that live in Peshawar, live in Pakistan, aren’t the parents afraid 
that the children might forget Farsi? What language do they speak? 
 
Muzhgan: They usually speak Farsi.  
 
Shaharzad: Okay.  
 
Muzhgan: Yes.  
 
Shaharzad: Do the children speak other languages too? 
 
Muzhgan: Yes. If they go to Pakistani school or speak to the neighbor, they learn Urdu. 
 
Shaharzad: What about Pashto? 
 
Muzhgan: Yes, Pashto. Some Afghans speak Pashto too.  
 
Shaharzad: Okay. Do Afghans celebrate their weddings, Eid festivals, Nawrouz (Afghan 
New Year’s) festival there? 
 
Muzhgan: Yes. They do celebrate. But it is not a special celebration like in Afghanistan.  
 
Shaharzad: For example for Nawrouz, what do you do in Pakistan? 
 
Muzhgan: In Nawrouz, usually most Afghan people go to parks. If any friend’s house is 
there, they go there. They go to restaurants. 
 
Shaharzad: Are there any parks that only Afghans go to? 
 
Muzhgan: No. 
 
Shaharzad: Everything is together with Pakistanis.  



Muzhgan: Yes, it is all together.  
 
Shaharzad: Did you learn a lot about Pakistani’s traditions and customs when you were 
there? 
 
Muzhgan: Yes, I learned a good amount, but I don’t know very clearly. I only know of 
their traditions and customs based on spending time with them. 
 
Shaharzad: Do they invite you to their weddings, to their joyous and sad events? 
 
Muzhgan: Yes, they do. 
 
Shaharzad: Do Afghans go? 
 
Muzhgan: Yes.  
 
Shaharzad: Where are your friends from? Do you have Afghan or Pakistani friends? 
 
Muzhgan: I have both Afghan and Pakistani friends.  
 
Shaharzad: That is good. What do Pakistanis think about Afghanistan? What do they say 
to you? 
 
Muzhgan: Well, they have different ideas. Almost everybody that I have talked with 
thinks differently. But fortunately most of them like Afghans. I hang out with them.  
 
Shaharzad: That is right. That is really good. Do (Afghan) families that live in Pakistan 
think about coming to Afghanistan sometimes? Do they think about living in 
Afghanistan? 
 
Muzhgan: No, not really. When they watch TV and the news, and stuff, they say it is 
better if we stay here. We are safer in here rather than Afghanistan.  
 
Shaharzad: Hmm. They are worried about security. They think the security is not good in 
Afghanistan.  
 
Muzhgan: The security is not good. Also people who don’t have houses think they 
shouldn’t come.  
 
Shaharzad: The Pakistani government was planning to deport the immigrants recently. 
Do you know anyone who has been deported from Pakistan, any immigrants? Do you 
know any family? 
 
Muzhgan: No, I don’t but I have heard that they have emptied the (refugee) camps. I 
don’t know anybody personally.  
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