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English translation:  
 
Baqer: I am Baqer Rafih. You asked me to talk about myself. It is two, three months 
since I have been back in Kabul from Iran. And, well, the situation is getting used to me 
(he is playing with words). 

] 
Shaharzad: Well, how long did you live in Iran, Baqer Jan? (Jan means almost dear, but 
not exactly dear, it is used with names to show respect and affection). 

 
Baqer: I was born in Iran. I was living in Iran until two, three months ago. 

 
Shaharzad: And did you study there? 

 
Baqer: I finished high school there and I came here to continue my education, if there is a 
chance to do so.  

 
Shaharzad: You lived in Iran for almost twenty years, Baqer Jan. How are Afghans doing 
there? What city did you live in? 

 



Baqer: I was in Mashhad.  
 
Shaharzad: Were in Mashhad all the time? 

 
Baqer: I was there all twenty years.  

 
Shaharzad: How is the situation of Afghans in Iran? How is their economic situation? 

 
Baqer: The economic situation is hard to classify. Most Afghans are in an average low 
situation there, low-middle class. Their economic situation is low. But some of them are 
rich, very few. They are the ones who are able to be considered citizens in Iran. But 
people who are not like that (rich) are not considered citizens in Iran. There are some 
people, actually most of people, 40% that are very poor.  

 
Shaharzad: 40% of Afghans? 

 
Baqer: 40% to 50% are very poor. 

 
Shaharzad: How is the educational situation for Afghans? Can Afghans study in Iranian 
schools beside Iranians? 

 
Baqer: Well, the recent policies have limited this chance. Earlier they could. There was a 
not lot of difference. But still Afghan children did not like it because of discrimination. 
They were discriminated against by the (Iranian) students that sat in the same class with 
them. Besides this, the Ministry of Education discriminated against the students. I went to 
school till pre-college, and I was afraid to say that I am Afghan because they would make 
fun of me. Anyway, I didn’t continue doing it (hiding my identity). Then in the last years, 
I came to peace with myself and I had a logical thinking that there is no difference. I had 
the ideas that every young person experiences sometimes.  

 
Shaharzad:  Do Afghan families mostly live with the same practices and traditions that 
they did in Afghanistan, or have lifestyle and dress style and things like that changed? 

 
Baqer: The dress style is tradition. The tradition hasn’t changed a lot. The Afghan 
tradition in Iran has been affected, but it has not changed from the base; it hasn’t changed 
totally. But other things like behavior, way of thinking, some acts have changed for 
Afghans. The tradition hasn’t changed a lot, but you can’t say it hasn’t changed at all. It 
hasn’t changed a lot, but it has changed in some parts.  

 
Shaharzad: How is the relation between Afghans and Iranians? Do Iranians come to 
gatherings of happiness or sadness (for example weddings or funerals) of Afghans?  Do 
neighbors visit each other? 

 
Baqer: It depends on where you live, which part of the city. If you are in the poorer areas, 
yes, there is something like that. Sympathy, the feeling of sympathy exists. But in 
middle-class areas, people that do not know each other …. New people coming 



in…There is not much friendship and warmness (between Afghans and Iranians). 
Especially people who come in recently, who have gone to Iran recently, they are not 
accepted by the society that much.  

 
Shaharzad: In which cities do Afghans mostly live in Iran? 

 
Baqer: There is an area in Mashhad called Gol-Shahr. Most of Afghans live there. We 
can go there to visit Afghans. Afghans are scattered in Mashhad, but the center for them 
is there (in Gol-Shahr).  

 
Shaharzad: What about the other cities of Iran, like Tehran? 

 
Baqer: I don’t know that much about Tehran. But there are Afghans in Tehran, Qom, 
Esfahan, Kashan, Ahwaz, Shiraz and others. And the trend to live in big cities has 
decreased among Afghans, because there are more restrictions. There is more cultural 
difference. In small cities, Afghans can live more comfortably. They can find better jobs. 
For this reason, slowly they have more interest in going to smaller cities now. Cities that 
have fewer people and social gaps are small. In big, crowded societies, the distances 
between people decrease and the behaviors change. (When there is less distance, you 
can’t have your privacy; it becomes more obvious that you are a stranger). Afghan people 
have a different culture and traditions and it is obvious, because of that they don’t want to 
show it. That is because of the way Iranians will react to them after realizing their 
identity.  
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