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English translation:  
 
Shaharzad: What about entering  University, does a student have to take exams from all 
the subjects that she/he studied or is the exam based on what student’s major will be? 
 
Davoud: No, a student doesn’t have to take exams or get prepared for all subjects for the 
university entry test. The student has to take exams for some of the subjects that are 
considered important and I don’t know why they are considered more important. For 
example, the student has to pass exams for math, algebra, chemistry, physics, biology and 
these subjects. But student doesn’t have to take exams on drawing (art), calligraphy and 
some other subjects that are considered less important. When you take Kankoor (the 
university entering exam), you solve the exam questions. More points are given for 
subjects like algebra, chemistry, biology, and these type subjects. Fewer points are given 
for subjects like literature, geography, history and so on. The majors that you want to go 
in to are categorized in university. For example, if you want to get into medicine or 
engineering, you should have the highest scores. But for majoring in literature or religion 
you don’t need that high of a score. Sometimes people who want to major in medicine or 
engineering can’t get high scores and have to major in some thing else. They have to go 
to a major which is considered lower in Afghanistan -- for example, literature.  
 
Shaharzad:  And are all universities state run, and how many universities are there? 
 
Davoud: Yes, in Afghanistan all universities are state-owned. Of course, it seems as some 
private universities will also start in Afghanistan. But up to now, universities have mostly 
been state owned. Education has been free in Afghanistan for both high school and 
university. The famous university in Afghanistan is Kabul University which has a high 
reputation. Jalalabad and Mazar Universities stand in second and third degrees and Heart 
University. As we have heard, the new government is planning to create some 
universities in other regions of Afghanistan too.   
 
Shaharzad: …and universities are co-ed, boys and girls are together in university? 
 
Davoud: Yes, boys and girls study together in university. It means they can study in the 
same classes beside each other. But during the school years or high school, usually boys 
and girls study in different classes.  
 
Shaharzad: Are religious subjects taught at university the same as at high schools and 
schools? 



Davoud: They insist much more on religious subjects during the school years rather than 
university. But of course, differences have existed in different (political) periods.  For 
example, during the Mojahedin period, the main focus of the government was to develop 
the level of religious studies in universities. But in other periods, for example during the 
communist regime, the amount of religious studies was of course small.  
 
Shaharzad: What is the role of religious schools in education in Afghanistan? 
 
Davoud: Originally, the formal educational system in Afghanistan was based on religious 
schools. Until a century ago, the modern educational system didn’t exist in Afghanistan. 
Before that and even now, the educational system of Afghanistan is based on religious 
schools.   
 
Shaharzad: Thank you. 
 
Davoud: Thanks to you. 
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