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Colorful Afghan Dress
Dari transcript:
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English translation:
Shaharzad: The dress that you are wearing, this?

Rada: Yes.

Shaharzad: Is this the dress that you usually wear at home or ...or do you wear it in other
places? You wear it outside?

Rada: No, this dress is not for home, because it is the local dress that usually girls wear
for weddings and they wear it for formal ceremonies sometimes. They wear it for A¢tan
(traditional dance).

Shaharzad: Does this dress have one style or different kinds of styles?

Rada: No, it has different kinds. It has different designs. It is made of different kinds of
fabrics, with different patterns.

Shaharzad: The color should be the same or...are the colors different?

Rada: No, we have all kinds of colors.



Shaharzad: What colors do they usually use?

Rada: It is usually these colors. They also use many different shades of azure a lot.
Shaharzad: What is the fabric of the dress that you are wearing?

Rada: The fabric is cotton that they have done embroidery on. They decorate the collar
and these parts with mirrors, and then they embroider all over it by hand. They get the
beads from market. Then they make this all by hand. They sew it.

Shaharzad: There is embroidery on the fabric of your dress, isn’t there?

Rada: Yes, it is all embroidery.

Shaharzad: It is done by hand. Okay, what kind of make up does one wear for this dress
and what kind of jewelry do they use?

Rada: Ah...makeup...well it depends on people. There is no special thing that everybody
should do it the same way. It depends on individual taste and elegance. The jewelry is
usually...The jewelry that is used is hand made too and very...

Shaharzad: Silver?

Rada: Yes silver and then beads too and....

Shaharzad: Yes. Like your own necklace, it is made of beads, and surely it is made by
hand.

Rada: Yes.

Shaharzad: Do girls your age wear these clothes usually, or is this kind of dress made for
people in different age groups, for children?

Rada: This is not for a special age. Young girls wear it. People my age wear it. Elder
ladies wear it too, because it is our local dress.

Shaharzad: In weddings, do brides wear these clothes too, or do brides wear other
dresses?

Rada: They do; brides wear this dress for the henna night."
Shaharzad: Okay. Is there any option for those who want to use this design or this

embroidery and mirror embroidery on something that suits the work environment? Are
those designs fashionable in Kabul or not?

' The night when they put henna, Mehendi, on the bride’s palms.



Rada: Yes, we have those styles too. A cloth that is short and very comfortable that can
be worn outside. This is an example. [She shows an embroidered shirt.]

Shaharzad: Yes, this is embroidery.

Rada: This too is made by hand. They put mirrors on it and they made the rest by hand.
Shaharzad: Okay. This...embroidery work is usually done by women, right?

Rada: Yes.

Shaharzad: Is there one single center that women can work in or a factory that can
produce this cloth, or is it done in homes mostly?

Rada: Usually they (the women) work at home. We still don’t have a factory like that.
Shaharzad: What is the price for these dresses?

Rada: The prices are good. They are reasonable.

Shaharzad: For example how much did you get your dress for?

Rada: This is for 1500 Afghanis. (Around $30.)

Shaharzad: 1500 Afghanis. That is good. Thanks dear, sweet Rada.

Rada: You are welcome.
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