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English translation:  
 
Shaharzad: Where are the places where young people can meet each other, young 
intellectuals? The places where they get acquainted, girls and boys, and is there an 
opportunity for developing relationships? Is it in schools or…? 
 
Zubaida: It is not so much the schools, because the schools are separate for girls and 
boys. It is usually poetry readings, conferences, programs, weddings. Places where 
people gather as family, friends or acquaintances. It is mostly places like that.  
 
Shaharzad: Universities? 



Zubaida: Universities. (She uses the Pashtu word for universities, that is why she sounds 
different then Shaharzad). 
 
Shaharzad: And do you think this (dating) is a Kabuli phenomenon or it exists in other 
places too? 
 
Zubaida: No, of course it is in other places too. Maybe not in this form but it exists 
anyway. Its non-existence is impossible.  
 
Shaharzad: Yes, these kind of relationships (exist.) Hmm, what do people think about this 
kind of relationships, from outside? What is the society’s view in general? Is it totally 
unacceptable or, maybe now it is a bit easier for people? 
 
Zubaida: In most cases, it is totally unacceptable, because nobody wants to see their 
daughter’s life being ruined. Nobody wants to watch her lose. The result of that kind of 
relationship (male-female romantic relationship) is precisely that (destruction of women’s 
reputation) in Afghanistan. Because we are not at that level yet and are not ready for such 
thing. But we must. It is something that we should experience and go past this stage. In 
Afghanistan, we must do everything at twice the speed, because we are left back and we 
really need to. I don’t mean to say that our most important need today is to have free 
relationships among girls and boys in Afghanistan. We have many other needs too. But I 
think it is very important to experience this, although it is not very accepted. 
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