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English translation:  
 
I am from Afghanistan. I was born in the Jawzjan province in Aqcha city. Aqcha is a very 
small city, very small. It has only one market, and mostly people are carpet weavers.  
Now recently TV, cameras and things like that have come to the city. Earlier, people 
didn’t know much about the world. There is only one school for girls and another for 
boys. I was born in Aqcha, but before I was one year old, we came to Kabul. My family 
came to Kabul, my mom. I am her eldest child. (We came to Kabul) because my father 
was working in Kabul. We came to Kabul and I was there until I was six, seven, until I 
was nine years old. Then we went back to Aqcha, Mazar and a few other cities of 
Afghanistan because of wars. So I grew up in Kabul. I went to my first year of school in 
Kabul. My first friends were in Kabul. Kabul was a big city and at that time a modern 
city. Women went to work. They went to school. (There were) streets. We had taps for 
running water. We lived in Macro Ryan. Our living situation was very well equipped.  
There are lots of places to visit in Kabul, for example, Bagh e Baala, Baala Hesar. When 
I was little, I liked to go to the zoo. My father took me to the zoo, or his friends would 
come to our house -- then we would all go to the zoo. We went to have ice cream with 
friends. In front of our block there was a park. I always went there and I played with my 



peers. There were lots of schools in Kabul. My mother taught school. My father worked 
at a magazine. In the mornings my father, [she repeats father] my father and my mother 
took me to kindergarten with my sister. Then they went to work.   
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