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English translation:  
 
Maryam Qudrat Aseel: Almost three years ago, I published a book called: Torn between 
Two Cultures: An Afghan American Woman Speaks Out (or living in two cultures). As an 
Afghan born and raised in the USA, it has been very interesting for me to see how we 
have been able to preserve the Afghan culture in the USA, and then be able to come back 
to Afghanistan and work or help here if we can. Now, I am teaching in the American 
University in Afghanistan. At the same time, I am working on a Master’s Degree 
program for people who work in Higher Education with the first teacher…the first head 
of a university in America…the first Afghan who has become president of a university in 
America, Dr. Homayoun Quimi. After 9/11, the world’s attention turned towards 
Afghanistan, especially the people in USA. Because American people did not know why 
the incident happened at the trade tower on 9/11, these people said, “Why don’t Muslims 
like us” or “Why did Afghanistan do this to us.” I always wanted people to know more 
about us, and when I was in grade 11 and 12, I had made an organization of Afghan and 
Muslim students, and we coordinated to help people get to know us as we are, not based 
on what they hear from second or third person. Then, after 9/11, there was more interest. 
Before that there was not much interest. And I thought that at that time (after 9/11) that it 
was really important that someone who can write, herself,  should write clearly about 
Afghan culture, a subject that was important for Americans, especially the issue of 
Afghan women. So, for this reason, I wrote a book, so that Americans would know that 
this was not the first time Afghanistan has a relationship with them. In President 
Reagan’s period, in the time of war with Russia, there was something. There was 
cooperation and friendship... then how the friendship was destroyed and it is restarted 
after 9/11.   
 
When I wrote the book, it was really interesting -- I think because it was the first time. 
There were lots of invitations for me to speak to TV and magazines and different places 
about it. And people were surprised that I was not wearing a burka, or they were 
surprised to see an Afghan woman speaking with courage. Now, slowly the world has 
learned more about Afghan women; people who came here to Afghanistan, well, they 
found out that women are really courageous and really talented… that during the Taliban, 
they could keep these books, and teach the students, and how they really struggled and 
fought back in very hard times.  
 



One thing was interesting for me too, because I was born in USA and I came to 
Afghanistan when I was four, I was here for the summer break when there was a coup 
d'etat. It was me and my mother. After that we left for the USA and we thought that after 
six or seven months things might change and settle down. Unfortunately, it took years. 
During all these years, my parents told me very beautiful stories about Afghanistan…the 
stories about cherry trees in Paghman, stories about Jalalabad, of pomegranates and 
Husaaini grapes and these really very interesting things. They told us about a people, a 
very proud people as they say it in English, or people that have a very suitable pride. 
Their pride was not because they were rich. Their pride was because they were 
committed to the principles that they had. They had preserved their Islamic ideology and 
were proud of being Afghan. If they didn’t have anything else, they had pride. And no 
one could take this away from them, for all these years.  
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