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Course Goals


-elementary conversation skills in Moroccan Arabic with an emphasis on common everyday situations

-development of intermediate level listening comprehension skills in Moroccan Arabic dialect

-development of conscious awareness of when colloquial language is being used and when standard Arabic is used

Course Requirements

1) independent study based on the assigned texts and multimedia materials listed below;

2) twelve weekly 1.5 hr conversation sessions led by a native-speaking conversation partner;

3) weekly homework preparation following the syllabus and study guides;

4) weekly vocabulary quiz;

5) weekly self assessments;

6) a final oral evaluation given by a professor who is a specialist in the language being studied.

Prerequisite: Completion of Moroccan Arabic I or the equivalent. The prerequisite for Moroccan I is Elementary Arabic (1 full year of classroom Arabic, Mentored Arabic I-IV, or the equivalent in another format) including elementary facility in speaking and comprehending Formal Spoken Arabic.  Students with limited speaking skills should take Formal Spoken Arabic A and/or B before learning a colloquial form of Arabic. This course assumes students can already carry on basic conversations in Formal Spoken Arabic. 

Grading

10% attendance and participation in all tutorials and conversation sessions, plus on-time submission of self-assessment reports
10% completion of weekly study guides assignments as evidenced by prepared participation in session activities and prepared answers to study guide discussion questions
10% vocabulary quizzes
70% final oral evaluation
Course Materials: All course materials will be provided on a CD. 
· Syllabus with detailed weekly assignments and oral exercises

· Peace Corps Manual: “Moroccan Arabic: A Competency Based Curriculum, Beginning and Intermediate Students” 

· Audio samples

· Audio dialogues with accompanying transcripts and translations
· Listen and Respond prompts

· CultureTalk videos with accompanying transcripts, translations, and selected vocabulary
Semester Assignments: Students are responsible for mastering all the assigned materials listed in the course plan.  The weekly assignments listed below represent a standard pace for completing the semester’s work.  Conversation sections will normally follow this standard pace. Students who find themselves unable to keep up with this pace should seriously evaluate their continuation in the program in consultation with the program director, the add/drop policies of their home campus, and the program’s special drop deadline of the end of the sixth week of the semester. Students who progress more quickly and find themselves ready to move beyond these materials should contact the program to discuss further options. 

Instructions: Complete the following tasks as specified in the week’s assignment prior to the weekly conversation session.
Moroccan Arabic: 

· Read the lessons, cultural information, vocabulary, phrases, and dialogues in the assigned pages. 

· As you read, listen to the audio samples of dialogues, vocabulary, and phrases. 

· Use the study techniques unique to you to grasp and retain the material and be able to use it orally. 

Dialogues (dialogues are read by a single speaker): 

· Listen to the dialogues to grasp the gist of the interactions. 

· Listen to the dialogues repeatedly until you understand the meaning of each line, although you may not know some phrases and words. Draw on the context to guess the meaning of unfamiliar phrases and words. 

· Consult the transcript to clearly understand the entire dialogue. You may consult the English translation as necessary. 

· Finally, play the dialogue through, pausing the recording after each line while you repeat it aloud. You should do this twice for the entire dialogue. Retain the meaning of the sentence as you speak it. Work on matching the accent and inflection of the speakers. 

Listen & Respond: 


The Listen & Respond exercises are intended to give you the opportunity to use the new vocabulary, phrases, and grammatical rules spontaneously. You will hear a series of statements or questions or idiomatic phrases which call for a response involving material in the week’s assignment. Your goal is to respond using what you have learned: vocabulary, idiomatic phrases, and grammar rules. You will hear a student respond to the first one or two prompts in each exercise. This provides an example of how to respond to one of the types of prompts in that exercise using material from the week’s assignment. 
Oral Exercises: 


The oral exercises are designed to give you practice mastering the new material from the week’s assignment. Complete all of them as written. You should not only have memorized the week’s material by the time you have completed the exercises (phrases, grammatical rules, vocabulary), but you should be able to use the material spontaneously in the indicated scenarios under the pressure of real-life situations. 

Assignment 1: “Shopping”
Moroccan Arabic, “Shopping: Purchasing Food, Personal Items, and Food and Drink,” pp. 88-91
LangMedia: Moroccan Audio Materials: Unit 11: Listen and repeat or respond 
· Audio Samples

· Shopping Dialogue 11
· Listen and Respond 11
Oral exercises: Find and learn the supplemental vocabulary you need for the exercises in your dictionary. 
· Going shopping: Practice two different scenarios of asking where you can find certain stores, or where you can purchase certain items. As always, take all roles. 
· Shopping: Practice shopping for toiletries, clothes, and household items, two scenarios for each. Take all roles. 

· خصّ: Devise and practice three scenarios involving the auxiliary خصّ.
· عاود: Devise and practice three scenarios involving the uses of the auxiliary عاود described here.  
Assignment 2: “Bargaining”
Moroccan Arabic, “Shopping: Bargaining,” pp. 92-99
LangMedia: Moroccan Audio Materials: Unit 12: Listen and repeat or respond

· Audio Samples 

· Bargaining Dialogue 12
· Listen and Respond 12
Oral exercises: Find and learn the supplemental vocabulary you need for the exercises in your dictionary. 

· Bargaining: Practice five different scenarios of bargaining using the techniques suggested in the lesson. 
· Adjectives: Practice three different conversations involving adjectives and color: comparing/describing significant others, comparing/describing an unpopular mother-in-law, comparing/describing the food from certain restaurants.
· Colors: Practice two different conversations involving colors: describing a scene, going shopping for cars. 
Assignment 3: “Relationships”
Moroccan Arabic, “PTT: Making a Long Distance Collect Call,” pp. 100-102 & 

“PTT: Buying Stamps, Sending Letters, Parcels and Telegrams,” pp. 103-107
LangMedia: Moroccan Audio Materials: Unit 13: Listen and repeat or respond

· Audio Samples
· Friendship Dialogue 13
· Listen and Respond 13
Oral exercises: Find and learn the supplemental vocabulary you need for the exercises in your dictionary. 

· Post office: Practice three different scenarios of conducting business in a post office. 

· Verbs with prepositions: Practice a role play in which two people are discussing together qualities they look for in friends and in friendships: what it is important to DO for each other, or with each other. Use the verbs from the lesson. 
· Verbs with prepositions: Practice a role play in which two people are discussing qualities they look for in a significant other and in a romantic relationship. Use the verbs with prepositions from the lesson. 

· Verbs with prepositions: Describe the relationship between you and a group of friends or family members using verbs with prepositions. 
Assignment 4: “Staying At a Hotel” 
Moroccan Arabic, “Travel/Transportation: Selecting Means of Transportation/
Making Travel Arrangements”, pp. 108-112 & “At the Hotel: Getting a Hotel Room”, pp. 112-116
· Complete the charts on p. 112

LangMedia: Moroccan Audio Materials: Unit 14: Listen and repeat or respond

· Audio Samples

· Hotel Dialogue 14

Oral exercises: Find and learn the supplemental vocabulary you need for the exercises in your dictionary. 

· Getting a hotel room: Practice three different scenarios of making arrangements for a hotel room (either reservations in advance or getting a room on the spot). As always, take both roles. 
· Addressing an issue: Practice four different role plays of addressing an issue, taking the role of both the guest and the hotel staff. 

· Pronouns: Devise a series of exchanges involving the imperative and pronouns, using each of the prepositions in the examples on pp. 109-110.

· Nouns and adjectives: Devise and practice four different scenarios involving adjectives. 
Assignment 5: “Food and Restaurants”
Moroccan Arabic, “Food and Drink: Ordering a Meal and Expressing Preferences in Food and Drink,” 
pp. 117-122 & “Food and Drink: Making Tea,” pp. 123-124
LangMedia: Moroccan Audio Materials: Unit 15: Listen and repeat or respond

· Audio Samples

· Restaurant Dialogue 15
· Listen and Respond 15 
Oral exercises: Find and learn the supplemental vocabulary you need for the exercises in your dictionary. 

· عجب: Two friends are telling each other what they liked best about the place where they studied abroad. Make sure to use plural and singular nouns.
· Café: Practice two different scenarios of going to a café with a friend and ordering from the server, asking for the bill, and paying. Take all roles. 
· Restaurant: Two friends are going to a restaurant for dinner. One of the friends has already eaten once at the restaurant. Discuss the menu options: what types of dish you prefer, which dishes are good or not so good in this restaurant, and how the dishes are prepared – ingredients, cooking method, and flavor. 
· Restaurant: Two friends are at a restaurant for dinner. Practice all stages of the meal: ordering, tasting, dessert/coffee, paying the bill. 
· Comparative and superlative: Two friends are discussing food, comparing which foods they like better than others, which foods they like the most. Also discuss which methods of preparation and flavors you prefer. 
Assignment 6: “Renting a House”
Moroccan Arabic, “At Your Site: Renting A House/Apartment,” pp. 125-127 & “At Your Site: Having the Electricity Meter Read,” pp. 128-130 & “At Your Site: Dealing With Local Authorities,” 131-133
LangMedia: Moroccan Audio Materials: Unit 16: Listen and repeat or respond

· Audio Samples

· Telling a Story 16
· Listen and Respond 16
Oral exercises: Find and learn the supplemental vocabulary you need for the exercises in your dictionary. 

· Renting a house: Practice two different scenarios of inquiring for and being shown a house or apartment to rent. Inquire into all the aspects of the house, including its utilities, etc. As always, take both roles.

· Setting up house: You and a friend are shopping for your new apartment. Discuss your choices as you go along: Should you buy this rug or that one? Do you really need a coffee pot or can you do without one? Etc. 
· Participle and Adjectives Derivation: Prepare and practice telling a true story using the derivations on pp. 131-133. 
· Participle and Adjectives Derivation: Prepare and practice telling a fictional story using the derivations on pp. 131-133. 
Assignment 7: “Academic Background and Plans”
Moroccan Arabic, “Community/Leisure: Describing the Peace Corps’ Mission in Morocco,” pp. 134-138 & “Community/Leisure: Describing Personal Interests,” pp. 139-140
LangMedia: Moroccan Audio Materials: Unit 17: Listen and repeat or respond

· Audio Samples

· Academic Advising Dialogue 17
· Listen and Respond 17
Oral exercises: Find and learn the supplemental vocabulary you need for the exercises in your dictionary. 

· Academic background: Practice two scenarios of an interview for a Master’s program in which the candidate is describing his or her academic background. Emphasize long-term activities, change, and persistence in order to use the new auxiliaries you have learned.

· Academic plans: Practice a scenario of a meeting between a student and his or her advisor in which the student is expressing the reasons for wanting to change majors. Use the new verb tenses you have learned.

· Academic plans: Practice two scenarios in which students are asking and explaining to each other what they intend to do – where they intend to study, what they intend to be working on, etc. using “will be”.

· Past continuous: Prepare and practice telling a story involving interrupted activities, i.e. “I was reading when I heard the noise,” “They used to go to the neighbor’s at 8pm, but after their quarrel…” etc.
Assignment 8: “Invitations” 
Moroccan Arabic, “Community/Leisure: Offering Invitations/Accepting and Declining Invitations,” 

pp. 141-143 & “Community/Leisure: Ask For and Receive Information About Social Norms and Acceptable Behavior,” pp. 144-145
LangMedia: Moroccan Audio Materials: Unit 18: Listen and repeat or respond

· Audio Samples

· Accepting an Invitation 18a
· Declining an Invitation 18b
· Listen and Respond 18
Oral exercises: Find and learn the supplemental vocabulary you need for the exercises in your dictionary. 

· Invitations: Practice two different scenarios in which an invitation is extended and accepted. In your session, your mentor will give you feedback on the culturally appropriate way to handle this scenario. 

· Invitations: Practice two different scenarios in which an invitation is extended and refused. In your session, your mentor will give you feedback on the culturally appropriate way to handle this scenario. 
· Conditional: Practice a scenario between a couple in which one is ending the relationship. The two people are expressing what each needed from the other in order to avoid this separation (If you had told me, I would have… If you had tried harder, I would have…). 

· Ever: Practice a dialogue in which two recent acquaintances are asking each other about things they have done, places they have been, etc. (Have you ever… I have never…)

· Transitive verbs: Devise and practice two different scenarios involving transitive verbs. 

· Passive verbs: Prepare and practice telling a story of a recent incident using passive verbs. 
Assignment 9: “Medical Care”
Moroccan Arabic, “Medical: Describing Common Ailments,” pp. 146-149
LangMedia: Moroccan Audio Materials: Unit 19: Listen and repeat or respond

· Audio Samples

· Emergency Room Visit Dialogue 19
· Listen and Respond 19
Oral exercises: Find and learn the supplemental vocabulary you need for the exercises in your dictionary. 

· Emergency medical situation: Practice two different scenarios in which a person has an emergency, is taken to the emergency room, and interacts with the doctors and nurses there. Role-play the major verbal exchanges at each stage in the process. 
· Doctor’s visit: Practice two different doctors’ visits. As always, take both roles. 

· Parts of the body: Devise and practice two different scenarios involving the words for the parts of the body. 

· Verbs used with the body: Prepare and practice telling a children’s story involving the verbs listed on pp. 147-148. 
Assignment 10: “Social Situations”
Moroccan Arabic, “Greetings and Farewells (Goodbyes),” pp. 153-154 & “Idiomatic Expressions in Social Situations,” pp. 162-166 & “Conjunctions,” pp. 167-170
LangMedia: Moroccan Audio Materials: Unit 20: Listen and repeat or respond

· Audio Samples
· Condolence Visit 20a
· Congratulatory Visit 20b
Special exercise: Once you have finished working with the written and audio materials, play “Greetings and Farewells (Goodbyes),” pp. 153-154 & “Idiomatic Expressions in Social Situations,” pp. 162-165 (Parts I and II) again. Pause the recording after each expression that calls for a response, and practice replying with the correct response. Do this until the appropriate response comes instinctively.

Oral exercises: Find and learn the supplemental vocabulary you need for the exercises in your dictionary. 

· Condolence visit: Practice two different scenarios of a condolence visit. Expand on the expressions of greeting, condolence, and leave-taking by asking the family members detailed questions. As always, take all roles. In your session, your mentor will give you feedback on the culturally appropriate way to handle this scenario. 

· Congratulatory visit: Practice two different scenarios of a congratulatory visit. Expand on the expressions of greeting, congratulations, and leave-taking by asking the family members detailed questions. As always, take all roles. In your session, your mentor will give you feedback on the culturally appropriate way to handle this scenario. 

· Conjunctions: Devise and practice two different scenarios involving the use of conjunctions. 
Final Conversation Session: Review for Final Oral Evaluation
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